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OATUU, USSR’s AUCCTU Sign Agreement 
AB111531 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Text] The Organization of African Trade Unions Unity 
[OATUU] and the All Union Central Council of Trade 
Unions [AUCCTU] have concluded a long-term agree- 
ment of cooperation between them. The agreement pro- 
vides for joint activities by the two organizations in such 
areas as high level education for workers, promotion of 
world peace and research in trade union organization 
and reforms. AUCCTU has also pledged to provide 
material and other assistance to OATUU to construct 
their permanent secretariat and an international confer- 
ence center in Accra. 


The secretary of AUCCTU, Mr Gennadiy Yanayev, and 
the OATUU secretary general, Al Hajji Hassan Sun- 
monu, signed an agreement in Accra this morning after 3 
days of talks. In a joint communique, the two organiza- 
tions urged African governments to take measures which 
will relieve their countries of the difficulties caused by 
their heavy external debt burden. They should also press 
for a new international economic order. On the situation 
in South Africa and Namibia, the two organizations 
called on the international community to impose com- 
prehensive and mandatory economic sanctions on the 
racist regime. 


Islamic Bank, ECOWAS Sign Agreement 12 Feb 
rp ay Dakar PANA in English 1620 GMT 
12 Feb 88 


[Text] Lagos, 12 Feb. (NAN/PANA)}—The Islamic 


Development Bank (IDB) and the ECOWAS Fund on 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Friday [12 February] in Lagos signed a cooperation 
agreement. The agreement, which formalises and facili- 
tates the cooperation already existing between the two 
bodies, is also aimed at further enhancing cooperation 
and collaboration between them. 


Under the agreement, the two bodies will identify 
projects that qualify for financing by the IDB and 
ECOWAS Fund as well as assist governments for the 
preparation of such projects. They will also co-finance 
development projects in the ECOWAS sub-region as well 
as monitor and evaluate results achieved in projects 
financed by both institutions. According to the agree- 
ment, they will also collaborate in the field of staff 
training. The IDB is expected to participate in the 
donors’ conference to be organised by the ECOWAS 
Fund in Lome in April, together with other development 
finance institutions. 


In July 1987, the heads of state and government of 
ECOWAS launched the economic recovery programme 
for the sub-region, which comprises | 36 projects at a cost 
of 1.7 billion U.S. doliars. The Fund was then mandated 
to mobilise resources for the implementation of the 
programme. The task of financing on concessionary 
terms became necessary because of the heavy debi bur- 
den of the ECOWAS member-states. 


Projects for co-financing are in the areas of agriculture, 
road network and industry. Ten ECOWAS countries are 
members of the IDB. Ousmane Seck, the vice president 
of the IDB and Mahenta Birimal Fall, the managing 
director of the ECOWAS Fund signed the agreement. 
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Cameroon 


UN Secretary General Departs 12 Feb 
AB121728 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] UN Secretary General Mr Javier Peres de 
Cuellar left Yaounde today at the end of a 2-day visit to 
Cameroon. Mr Peres de Cuellar, who was accompanied 
by his wife and a i0-man delegation, held discussions 
with President Paul Biya and the secretary of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council [name indistinct]. The UN 
secretary general gave [words indistinct] this morning at 
the Yaounde International Institute of Cameroon on 
disarmament and international security. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Central African Republic 


Labor Leader Reportedly Kidnapped in Bangui 
AB121952 Paris AFP in French 1800 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text! [words indistinct] the national secretary of CAR 
Workers, Jean Richard Sandos, and one of his associates 
were kidnapped in Bangui on 9 February, the French 
trade union CFTC [French Confederation of Christian 
Workers], announced in a communique today. Some of 
the aggressors, who were arrested by the police, “said 
they had been ordered to kill him,” the communique 
pointed out, adding that Jean Richard Sandos and his 
associate who was with him when the attack took place 
have still not been found. 


The CFTC said today that it contacted the ““CAR ambas- 
sador to France to get further clarifications on the 
perpetrators and the consequences of this ordered 
aggression.”’ It also asked the minister of cooperation to 
contact the French ambassador to Bangui to obtain all 
possible information from the CAR Government on the 
fate of Jean Richard Sandos and his companion. 


Labor Leader Denies Kidnapping Report 
AB131337 Paris AFP in French 1029 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] Libreville, 13 Feb (AFP)}—The secretary general 
of the National Confederation of Central African Work- 
ers, Jean-Richard Sandos Oualanga, was not kidnapped 
but had differences with “vigilantes” of the sole CAR 
party, he stated personally to AFP which contacted him 
in Bangui by telephone from Libreville. 


(In a statement made public yesterday in Paris, the 
French christian trade union, CFTC [French Confeder- 
ation of Christian Workers] stated that Mr Sandos and 
one of his aides was kidnapped in Bangui on 9 February 
following an attack. They were worried that he had not 
been seen since.) 
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Mr Sandos, who was at his place of work this morning, 
stated however that he was questioned on !0 February at 
about 1945 by a group of eight people who are “‘vigilan- 
tes belonging to the Central African Democratic Rally 
(RDC) and who were armed with knives, bludgeons, and 
ropes.”’ He was taken to the 7th District Police Station in 
Bangui and was released at about 2300. However, his 
vehicle was kept. “Since then, | have been hiding and 
could not go back to my place of work until this morning 
(Saturday),” he stated. 


Questioned about this issue by AFP, the CAR authorities 
categorically denied that Mr Sandos was being sought by 
“either the police or the party leadership, officially or 
unofficially,” said a high-ranking official who did not 
want his name disclosed. 


“This sort of incident is a common occurrence all over 
Africa and is not related to the functions of Mr Sandos,” 
he added. According to this high-ranking official, “since 
the announcement of President Kolingba’s official visit 
to France (from 15 through 18 February), several matters 
of the same nature have been uncovered, thus proving 
that some people are trying to discredit the country’s 
democratization efforts and to make the trip fail.”’ In less 
than a year, General Kolingba had the constitution 
adopted by referendum (on 21 November 1986), thus 
confirming him as president of the republic for 6 years. 
He also created the only party, the RDC, whose constit- 
uent assembly was held on 6 February 1987. He orga- 
nized legislative elections with direct universal suffrage 
for the first time in 20 years. They were held on 3i July 
1987. 


Zaire’s Mobutu Stops Over, Holds Talks 
AB111928 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT I1 Feb 88 


[Text] Returning from Paris, the last stop of his Euro- 
pean tour, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, the Zairian head 
of state, made a technical stopover early this afternoon 
in Bangui. The president of the Republic of Zaire and 
MPR founding chairman’s European tour took him to 
Belgium and France. Marshal Mobutu, the Zairian head 
of state, who was accompanied by his wife, was wel- 
comed at the Bangui-(Pokou) airport by the president of 
the republic and founding chairman of the Centra! 
African Democratic Rally and Mrs Mireille Kolingba. A 
column of the military band and the republican guard 
paid honors in the VIP lounge of the Bangui-(Pokou) 
airport. His Excellency General Andre Kolingba and 
President Mobutu Sese Seko heid lengthy talks before 
the Zairian presidential couple flew back to Kinshasa at 
1350. 


Congo 


UN Secretary General Arrives 14 Feb 
AB141912 Paris AFP in English 1900 GMT 14 Feb 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, Feb 14 (AFP)}—UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar arrived here Sunday [14 
February] on the latest leg of an African tour. Mr Perez 
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de Cuellar was welcomed at the airport by Foreign 
Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba. Other Congolese leaders 
due to have talks with the UN chief included head of 
state Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso and Prime Minister 
Ange- Edouard Poungui. Reliable sources said Mr Perez 
de Cuellar would have talks here Monday with Sam 
Nujoma, leader of the South West African People’s 
Organization (SWAPO). 


SDAR Emissary Delivers Message to Nguesso 
AB121206 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the president 
of the republic, yesterday received Ibrahim Hakim, the 
SDAR information minister, who delivered a message 
from Mohamed Abdelaziz, the president of the SDAR. 
This message, which has been delivered a few days prior 
to the UN secretary general’s visit to Brazzaville, is 
probably on the SDAR conflict. Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and Denis Sassou-Nguesso have been working together 
in order to establish peace between Morocco and the 
Polisario Front. [passage omitted] 


Gabon 


UN Secretary General Begins Visit 12 Feb 
AB121540 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 12 Feb &8 


[Text] Gabon is hosting Javier Perez de Cuellar, the UN 
secretary general, who arrived late this morning in Libre- 
ville, the capital, on the third stage of his African tour 
which has already taken him to Ghana and Cameroon. 
Mr Perez de Cuellar’s visit to Gabon is also expected to 
be dominated by Africa’s economic crisis in the face of 
which he launched an appeal from Cameroon for African 
heads of state to unite. The talks will also center on the 
situation in southern Africa. In this regard, the UN 
secretary general believes that all efforts should be 
geared toward eradicating all internal revolts in RSA, 
and stopping attacks on neighboring countries, including 
Angola. 


Rwanda 


President Habyarimana Visits Kenya, Sees Moi 
EA131734 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Text] Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, the presi- 
dent of the republic, has paid a 1-day friendly, working 
visit to Kenya at the invitation of President Daniet arap 
Moi, his Kenyan counterpart, with whom he held talks 
centered primarily on bilateral cooperation and regional 
problems. 


The two heads of state decided to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation, notably in matters concerning trade, trans- 
portation, transit facilities, telecommunications, tour- 
ism, agricultural training, scientific research, as well as in 
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the sector of immigration and the welfare of immigrants. 
Justice ministers from the two countries were invited to 
study ways and means of setting up a framework for 
cooperation in judicial matters. 


The Rwandan and Kenyan presidents reaffirmed the 
fraternal bonds uniting Rwanda and Kenya, and reiter- 
ated their commitment to regional cooperation and a 
policy of good neighborliness. 


The president of the Republic of Rwanda—who was 
accompanied by Francois Ngarukiyintwali, the head of 
Rwandan diplomacy, and Andre Ntagerura, ministers of 
posts and communications and transport—invited his 
Kenyan counterpart to visit our country at a date of his 
own choosing. The invitation was accepted with great 
pleasure. A ministerial meeting was held during the visit 
on which a joint communique was issucd. 


The head of state’s visit came 3 days after an official visit 
to Uganda from 4 to 6 January, Uganda and Kenya being 
brotherly countries linked te ours by multipie relations. 


Zaire 


Tshisekedi Arrest Reportedly Sparks Crackdown 
AB151606 Paris AFP in English 1645 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] Nairobi, Feb 15 (AFP) —An armed Zairian rebel 
group fighting Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko’s regime on 
Monday [15 February] declared ‘ts solidarity with jailed 
opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi Wa Mulumba. The 
declaration was made in a telephone call to AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE here by a spokesman for the Congo- 
lese Liberation Party (Parti de la Liberation Congoiais- 
PLC), led by Antoine Kibingu Marandura. The 
Lumumbist party claims to be fighting a bush war in 
eastern Zaire against the Mobutu government. 


The spokesman said the arrest of Mr Tshisekedi, leader 
of the Union Pour la Democratie et le Progress Social 
[Union for Democrary and Social Progress] (UPDS), had 
sparked a crackdown in Kivu, Shaba, Kasai, Kinshasa 
and Upper Zaire Regions and the arrest of 600 people. 
He said that the opposition leader was in Makala Prison 
in Kinshasa, where he had been held with 19 students 
arrested in connection with campus unrest, but that 15 of 
these had now been killed. The spokesman said that 30 
people had been killed in Zairian prisons in connection 
with recent unrest, and expressed fears for the health of 
Mr Tshisekedi, whom he said had suffered wounds to his 
back while in prison. He said the opposition leader had 
been fooled by the regime into thinking he would be 
allowed to return to Kinshasa and address a political 
rally which led to his arrest. 
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‘Close Cooperation’ in UN Human Rights Talks 
AB151441 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
1130 GM7 15 Feb 88 


[Text] Who must promote human rights? This question 
has been evaded by many countries. Zaire, for its part, 
has faced this problem by creating a department respon- 
sible for the defense of the citizens’ rights and liberties. 
Since then, a new and fresh wind has been blowing over 
the whole country. One of the most spectacular initia- 
tives taken by the department is the institution of a 
commission responsible for registering contentious 
issues between citizens and the state or the cadres of the 
party. Delegates and representatives of the department 
have already been sistalled in various parts of Kinshasa 
and this will be extended to other regions of the country 
in the near future. State Commissioner Nimy Mayidika 
Ngimbi should be perfectly at ease when speaking about 
human rights with the UN chairman for humaa rights in 
Geneva. 


The state commissioner for the defense of citizens’ rights 
and (Ali Nsene) met recently in the Swiss capital. During 
their discussions, Citizen Mayid:ka Ngimbi said that the 
Zairian institution will take an active part in the current 
proceedings of the UN Commission on Human Rights 
by giving ideas and elaborating concrete projects. The 
commissioner of state reaffirmed the determination of 
Mobutv Sese Seko, founding chairman of the MPR and 
president of the Republic, and the Republic of Zaire to 
work closely with the international institutions in charge 
of human rights, particularly with the UN Commission. 
Mr Nimy stated that this close cooperation will be 
carried out by the Department of Citizens’ Rights and 
Liberties which, he said, is the instrument for the pro- 
motion of human rights in Zaire. The commissioner for 
citizens’ rights and liberties was also received by the UN 
deputy secretary general and the director general of this 
UN institution in Geneva, Mr Martinson, to whom he 
also expressed Zaire’s wish to cooperate with the inter- 
national institution in charge of human rights. 
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World Bank Makes Structural Adjustment Loan 
AB141728 Paris AFP in French 1618 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, 12 Feb ;AFP)}—The World Bank has 
just granted a $17.8 million loan to Zaire for the contin- 
uation of its structural adjustment program which was 
started under the auspices of the IMF, it was learned in 
Kinshasa today. This loan will enable Zaire to import, in 
particular, food products, spare parts, and various con- 
sumer goods, sources disclosed in the Zairian capital. In 
addition, a World Bank delegation is expected in Kin- 
shas” next week to begin talks with the government on 
the release of an installment of a World Bank loan (about 
$82 million), it was announced in Kinshasa. [passage 
omitted} 


CAR, Rwandan Presidents Attend Funeral 
AB141106 Paris AFP in French 2045 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] Gbadolite (Zaire), 13 Feb (AFP)}—President 
Andre Kolingba of Central African Republic and Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda today partici- 
pated in the burial at Gbadolite (northwest of Zaire) of 
Mr Gbemani Nyiwa Bongo, younger brother of the 
Zairian head of state who died Wednesday [10 February] 
after a long illness. President Denis Sasswou-Nguesso of 
Co.. 40 was represented at the ceremony by the speaker of 
the National Assembly, Mr !ean Nganda Nzanzou, who 
delivered a message of condolence from the Congolese 
head of state to the Zairian presidential couple. 


Born in Kinshasa in 1938, Marshal Sese Seko’s youngest 
brother had been hospitalized for several weeks in a 
clinic in Switzerland where he died. Shortly after the 
announcement of his death, the radio and television 
replaced their usual programs with classical music, as a 
sign of national mourning. After the burial of the body in 
the cemetery of President Mobutu’s hometown, the 
heads of state of Central African Republic (who is 
expected in Paris on Monday) and Rwanda returned to 
their respective countries. 
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Djibouti 


Border Administration Talks With Ethiopia Open 
EA152043 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1645 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] The Djibouti Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation said today that the Djibouti-Ethiopian bor- 
der administrative meeting opened in Djibouti city this 
morning. 


Among other things, the meeting will discuss border 
security between the two countries. The talks also will 
center on the exchange of information on human and 
livestock diseases prevalent along the common border, 
control of illicit trade, the safety of the Djibouti-Ethio- 
pian railway system, the problem of refugees, how to 
return the Ethiopian refugees in Djibouti, and the ques- 
tion of illegal immigrants. 


The meeting was opened by Mr ‘Abd al-Qadir Dualeh, 
permanent secretary of the Djibouti Interior Ministry, 
who discussed in detail the importance of this second 
Djibout: Ethiopian administrative meeting, which in the 
long run will create an atmosphere conducive to faster 
development for both countries. The two delegations 
also will discuss ways and means of strengthening 
friendly relations and cooperation between the republic 
of Djibouti and Ethiopia. The Ethiopian delegation is 
headed by Mr (Shiraelis), administrator of Welo Region. 


Somalia 


SNM Names New Executive Committee Members 
EA132113 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] An extraordinary session of the Executive Com- 
mitte. of the Somali National Movement, held at one of 
its bases, has ended. The following resolutions have been 
reached, including changes in the composition of the 
Executive Committee, which envisage the admission of 
new members. The members of the new Executive Com- 
mittee are as follows: 


1. (Ahmad Muhammad Silanyo), chairman of the SNM 
and secret: ry of the liberation army: 


2. (Shakib Sultan ‘Abd al-Qadir), secretary of justice and 
religious affairs; 


3. (Osman Adan Dol), secretary of finance: 


4. (Rashid Shaykh Abdullahi), secretary of foreign rela- 
tions; 


5. (Hassan Gure Jama), secretary of mobilization: 


6. (Huseyn ‘Ali Hirsi), secretary of information: 
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7. (Said Muhammad Nur), secretary of internal admin- 
istration: 


8. (Daud Kheyreh Khahin), secretary for social affairs 
and health: 


9. (Muhammad Haji Dama), secretary for central areas 
{title as heard]: 


10. (Muhammad Umar Dugow), secretary for southern 
areas. 


More tangible results emerged from the s ssion. Ways of 
redoubling and intensifying the armed struggle were 
reviewed during the session. Further resolutions made at 
the session will be brought to you in later bulletins from 
Radio Halgan. 


Radio Halgan on Commutation of Death Sentences 
EA121911 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somalia 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] Radio Mogadishu, the mouthpiece of dictator 
Siad Barre, has reported that the dictator has commuted 
the death sentences imposed on eight politicians to 
imprisonment. It was after dictator Siad Barre’s regime 
became the target of wholesale condemnation and inter- 
national appeals against the heavy sentences handed 
down on the Somali politicians that the dictator, Siad 
Barre, announced that he had commuted the death 
sentences to imprisonment. However, the torture cham- 
bers of the Mogadishu regime are no better than death 
because anyone sent there will surely die a slow and 
painful death. The prisoners in these torture chambers 
are not allowed to have any contacts, even with their 
immediate relatives. 


A spokesman for the Somali opposition forces appealed 
to the people of the world and international organiza- 
tions to very closely monitor the prisoners’ conditions at 
all times. The spokesman added that because of the poor 
conditions in Siad Baire’s torture chambers, the prison- 
ers may perish without anybody knowing. 


Finally, the spokesman thanked world governments and 
international organizations for their pressure on the 
dictatorial regime of Siad Barre which had forced him to 
commute the death sentences imposed on the senior 
Somali politicians. 


Uganda 


USSR Signs Economic Cooperation Agreement 
EA110440 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 10 Feb 88 


[Text] The Uganda Cooperative Alliance has signed 4 2-year 
cooperation agreement with the Central Union of Consum- 
ers’ Cooperatives of the Soviet Union. The agreement was 
signed at the end of a 2-week visit to the Soviet Union by a 
delegation of Ugandan cooperators. Mr Kweronda 
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Ruhemba, the deputy minister of cooperatives and market- 
ing, signed for the Uganda Cooperative Alliance, and (Ni- 
kolay Bayar) for the Central Union of Consumers’ Cooper- 
atives of the Soviet Union. Commenting on their visit, Mr 
Kweronda Rhemba said that the visit helped to delineate 
the most promising areas of joint work between Uganda and 
the Soviet cooperatives, training of Ugandan students at 
Soviet cooperative organizations, and the development of 
Ugandan-Soviet trade. Uganda will benefit from Soviet 
experience in the development of heavy industry and con- 
struction. 


DPRK Delegation Signs Public Security Agreement 
EA151531 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] A four-man delegation from the North Korean 
Ministry of Public Security has left for home after a 
4-week stay in the country. During their stay, the dele- 
gation visited various areas and held discussions with 
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officials from the Ministry of Interna) Affairs, which 
culminated into an agreement for technical cooperation 
between the two ministries. Bidding them farewell at the 
senior police officers’ mess last Saturday, the minister of 
state for internal affairs, Dr Kiiza Besigye, emphasized 
the importance of the agreement reached 1nd promised 
that the Uganda Government will endeavor to fulfill its 


part. 


The permanent secretary, Ministry of Internal Affairs 
Mr Katamba Lujjo, signed on behalf of the Uganda 
Government, while Major General (Choi Riyong) signed 
on behalf of North Korea. The ceremony was attended 
by the inspector-general of police, Mr Luke Ofungi; the 
acting commissioner of prisons, Mr Lawrence Ibanda; 
and other high-ranking government officials. 
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Madagascar 


New Public Works Minister Named 12 Feb 
AB121931 Paris AFP in French 1844 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] Antananarivo, |2 Feb (AFP)}—The new Malagasy 
Government, with tae exception of the post of the 
minister of public works—a post which was occupied by 
the new prime minister—is identical to the previous 
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government formed in February 1985 by Genera! Rako- 
toarijaona. On the recommendation of the new prime 
minister, Lieutenant Colone! Victor Rama2hatra, who 
was appointed yesterday snorning after Gen Rakotoari- 
jaona’s resignation for “health reasons.” President 
Didier Ratsiraka has accepted the formation of a new 
government, Radio Madagascar announced in its 1700 
GMT news bulletin. The new public works minister is 
Andrianaivomanana Razafindramisa, 38. He is an engi- 
neer. He graduated from the National Public Works 
School and from the Polytechnic School. 
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Angola 


Ministry Says RSA Advancing on Cuito Cuanavale 
MB160549 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 16 Feb 88 


{Communique issued by Defense Ministry on Monday, 
15 February] 


j Text] With the aim of keeping national and interna- 
tional public opinion informed on the development of 
South African aggression against our country, the 
Defense Ministry wishes to announce that the South 
African command has in the past few days reinforced its 
task forces located east of Cuito Cuanavale with more 
tanks and another field artillery battalion consisting of 
about 7,000 men. 


On the morning of !4 February 1988, after intense air 
shelling of our positions, the South African forces took 
the offensive and headed in the direction of Cuito 
Cuanavale. Right now, violent combat is taking place 
about 20 km east of Cuito Cuanavale during which both 
sides have already suffered casualties. 


Signed by Defense Minister Colonel General Pedro 
Maria Tonha Pedale, 15 February 1988. 


UNITA Claims 2 MIGs Downed, 8 Cubans Killed 
MB140804 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 0630 GMT 14 Feb 88 


[Text] The Angolan UNITA movement says its forces 
have destroyed two aircraft and killed 80 government 
troops, including 8 Cubans. A UNITA statement 
released in Lisbon said the MPLA soldiers were killed in 
attacks on army barracks near the villages of Luimbale, 
(Fangulo), and Lubalo in the central Huambo and north- 
ern Lunda Provinces. 


The statement said one of the aircraft, a MIG-21, was 
shot down during heavy fighting near the central town of 
Cuemba. The other aircraft, a MIG-23, crashed on 
takeoff after UNITA con mandos sabotaged it while it 
was still in its hangar at Menongue in the southern 
Cuando Cubango Province. 


President Denounces RSA ‘Watinca,ering Actions’ 
MB151957 Luanda Domesti~ Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santes, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, is in Sao Tome and Principe on an 
official visit within the framework of regular contacts 
between the two countries. 


In the Sao Tomean capital, President Jose Eduardo dus 
Sanios denounced the increasing varmongering actions 
by the South African Army against the sovereign terti- 
tory of the People’s Republic of Angola. He was speaking 
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at the international airport of Sao Tome and Principe on 
his arsival. He referred to the military situation prevaii- 
ing in southern and southeastern Angola, as well as to 
developing diplomatic activity in search of a just and 
peaceful solu.ion to the conflict in southern Africa. 


[Begin Dos Santos recording] The military situation 
facing Angola is serious inasmuch as the South Afr.can 
Army has intensified its actions since the last quarter of 
last year against the People’s Republic of Angol2. How- 
ever, this situation must be viewed in the broader and 
more general context of the situation prevailing i: south- 
ern Africa. There is also a worsening internal situation 
inside South Africa itself, and the Pretoria regime 1s 
trying to divert the attention of international public 
mpinion away from South Africa’s internal problems. 
That is why it has not only intensified its armed actions 
against Angola, but it is also developing actions against 
Zimbabwe, the People’s Republic of Mozambique, and 
other neighboring countries. 


Al this moment, particularly over the last 3 days, we 
have observed a considerable increase of forces and war 
equipment from South Africa. The principal objective of 
South Africa is to take Cuito Cuanavale, where there is a 
Strategically important runway for military operations, 
be they Angolan or South African. This is because from 
this runway our Air Force could reach our borders. If 
South Africa were to take it, it would increase the radius 
of its Air Force by 300 kilometers. It would reach the 
tines of the central plateau, that is, the Benguela railroad 
and [words indistinct] the Provinces of Huambo, Bie, 
and so on. 


Our Armed Forces, and the entire population in general, 
have been resisting South Africa's attacks. The authori- 
ties in Cuito Cuanavale continue [words indistinct], but 
at thi. particular time there are intense clashes between 
the Angolan Armed forces and the racist South African 
forces. 


In the diplomatic field, we are naturally trying to 
Jccrease the prevailing tension in southern Africa. The 
war does not interest us, and I think that it does not 
interest the peoples of southern Africa. Only the [words 
indistinct] who are afraid of losing power because they 
are discredited throughout the world use armed force to 
maintain their power. 


We have developed a number of diplomatic initiatives .n 
search of peace. We presented a number of proposals to 
South Africa and the United States through the United 
Nations. A number of delegations have visited the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola recently, particularly since 
1987. Another U.S. delegation was in the People’s 
Republic of Angola last January to assess once again the 
diplomatic initiatives we have been developing, based 
on UN Security Council Resolution 435, in search of a 
solution to the Namibian problem. We have tried to 
overcome the in\passe. 
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The U sited States continues to demand the total with- 
drawal of Cuban forces from Angola as 2 condition for 
the implementation of Resolution 435 on Namibian 
independence. It is called the policy of linkage [preced- 
ing word in English] by the entire world and by the 
international community. 


The People’s Republic o1 Angola is ready to compro- 
mise, which aside from the independence of Namibia 
could bring peace and stability tc the People’s Republic 
of Angola. [end recording} 


Stull commenting on the prevailing situation in southern 
Africa, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos continued: 


[Begin Dos Santos recording] The United States and 
South Africa accept the application of Resolution 435. 
They say they could give assurances of the sovereignty 
and the territorial integr‘ty of the People’s Kepublic of 
Angola. However, they have not produced a concrete 
answer on the issue of assistance to the UNITA banuits. 


What is more, we have recently observed increased 
warmongering actions by South Africa, as well as an 
increase in their forces. About a month ago there were 
approximiatel, 6,000 South Africans in Angola. Now 
there will be more. They have also introduced more 
tanks and they use the Air Force. Accordingly, this is 
contrary to our wish for detente and our search for a 
compromise. In other words, this means that they are not 
creating condiiicns so taai Angola may in fact accept the 
discussion of a timetable with Cuba on the withdrawal of 
the Cuban internationalist forces from the People’s 
Republic of Angola. fend recording] 


In an interview on his arrival in the Sao Tomean capital, 
the Angolan head of state also spoke about the efforts 
developed by the People’s Republic of Angola toward 
improving both economic and military fields with a view 
to ensuring the success of the economic and financial 
reorganization program. He recalled that Angolan efforts 
were not 1solated inasmuch as they are undertaken at a 
time of economic and financial reorganization through- 
Dut the continent. 


The Angolan presidential delegation includes, among 
others, members of the Politiburo and Central Commii- 
tee, Afonso Van Dunem Mbinda, and Pedro de Castro 
Van-Dunern. 


Communique Rejects Talks With UNITA ‘Puppets’ 
MB131311 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 13 Feb 88 


{Communique issued by the Ministry of External Rela- 
tions on 13 February] 


[Text] According te recent reports. the chief of the 
UNITA puppet gang announced alleged talks with the 
Government of the People’s Republic of Angola. This 
disinformation campaign and similar practices are part 
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of the usual UNITA strategy to confuse international 
public opinion and tw try to gain some credibiliiy, 
particularly at times of profound crisis such 4s the one it 
iS Currently experiencing. 


Lately, the puppet group has frequer ted to 
various expediencies with the aim of © #1 world 
that it has a certain degree of autonor «2d ac pacity to 
independently seek its dishonest goa “he © «ts, how- 
ever, cannot hide the true situation im » UNITA. 
After successive military setbacks, mainly those of the 
last 3 morths of 1987, UNITA has been relcgatec' to a 
lower position within the racist South African Army. It 
a discouraging and unconventional ‘nove--in view of 
the lack of efficiency of its instru;nent—the South Afn- 
can Army has decided to assume direct responsibility for 
the war of aggression and destabilization against the 
People’s Republic of Angola. 


In order to compensate for their awkwardness, and 
aware of South Africa’s wavering attitude, which seeks to 
transform them into a legitimate party to the resolution 
of the conflict in southern Africa, the UNITA puppet 
gangs vainly hope to achieve in the d:plomatic sield the 
dishonest goals which they have failed to achieve on the 
battlefield with all the weapons they received from the 
apartheid regime and its allies. 


As we reiterated recently, the People’s Republic of 
Angola is willing to continue to work 1oward finding a 
peaceful and general solution to the southern Africa 
question; but under no circumstances will it be open to 
talks with the UNITA puppet gang, which 1s under the 
protection of Pretoria in a region of southern Angola still 
occupied by South Africa, which uses them as an 

of its Army. There will never be talks with 
UNITA because the problems faced by sowthern Africa 
derive exclusively frora the warmongering policy carried 
out by South Africa in this region. 


Accordingly, the solution to the conflict depends sole!, 
on the position taken by the Pretoria government, in 
view of the constructive initiatives that have been “re- 
sented to them. It is in this context that the Peowle’s 
Republic of Angola is considering the possibility of 
entering into Cirect talks with South Airica under certain 
conditions, should the latter prove to be really interested 
in peaceful coexistence with its neighbors, as it recently 
stated. 


The seriousness of the southern Africa situation is 
ince npatible with the irresponsible attitudes of people 
like the chief of the UNITA puppet garg. who, lie after 
lie and treason after treason, forges his and his group's 
political path. 


The report of talks between the Angolan Gc vernment 
and UNITA is nothirig but another gross lie which is 
denied, as will be any others in the future. 
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Cuban Withdrawal Linked to End of UNITA Support 
MB140819 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0700 GMT 14 Feb 88 


[Text] The Angolan Government is prepared to accept 
and to produce a timetable for the complete withdrawal 
of Cuban internationalist troops from Angola on the 
condition that the United States and South Africa cease 
their support for the UNITA terrorist gang. This was 
stated by Angolan External Relations Minister Afonso 
Van Dunem to the national press in Luanda yesterday 
after receiving the diplomatic corps accredited to Angola 
in the morning. He briefed the diplomatic corps on the 
results of the latest round of Angolan-U.S. talks held in 
Luanda on 28 and 29 January. 


Minister Afonso Van Dunem said that although there 
had been no progress concerning the cessation of support 
for UNITA—which he described as indispensable to the 
discussion of the other issues on the meeting’s agenda— 
the Angolan Government had told the United States that 
it was prepared to accept the complete withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola. According to him, the pre- 
sentation of a timetable would be linked to an accord on 
the cessation of support for UNITA by the United States, 
South Africa, and other countries, once other require- 
ments had been met. 


He also recalled that in these talks aimed at resolving 
southern Africa’s problems, Angola has been demanding 
the unconditional withdrawal of South African troops 
occupying a portion of southern Angola, the implemen- 
tation of UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 on 
Namibia’s independence, and respect for Angola’s sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity. 


External Relations Minister Afonso Van Dunem also 
stated that the Angolan and U.S. representatives decided 
that the issue of support for UNITA would be discussed 
again at the next round of talks because no conclusion 
was reached the last time around. 


Minister Van Dunem also reiterated Angola’s good faith 
and flexibility in the negotiation process. Despite the 
fact that the United States pursues a policy of interfer- 
ence in Angola’s internal affairs and encourages South 
Africa’s warmongering policies, Angola has always pre- 
sented proposals aimed at Namibia’s independence and 
an end to the war in southern Africa. 


It should be recalled that Minister Van Dunem headed 
the Angolan delegation to the last round of Angolan-U:S. 
talks in Luanda. Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant secre- 
tary of state for African affairs, led the U.S. delegation. 
The Angolan team to the talks also included representa- 
tives of the Cuban Government headed by Jorge Ris- 
quet, member of the Communist Party of Cuba Politbu- 
ro. This was the first time that the Cubans were 
represented at these talks. 
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Republic of South Africa 


Northern Transvaal Farm Attacked With Rockets 
MB131105 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1102 GMT 
13 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 13 SAPA—The South African Gov- 
ernment has “urged” the Zimbabwean Government to 
seek out those responsible for the attack on a farm in the 
far northern Transvaal early this morning. 


The farm, belonging to Mr and Mrs Cyril Fischer, is on 
the border between South Africa and Zimbabwe. The 
commanding officer of Far Northern Transvaal Com- 
mand, General George Meiring, said RPG-7 rocket 
launchers and small arms fire were used in the attack. 
No-one was injured. 


A note handed to the secretary of commerce of Zimba- 
bwe by the South African trade representative in Harare, 
Mr J.L. Viljoen, said: 


“I have been instructed to inform you that a rocket 
attack was launched against the farm ‘Islands’ six kilo- 
meters west of Beit Bridge in South Africa at 3:00 am on 
13 February 1988 and that the attackers entered South 
Africa from Zimbabwe and returned there afterwards. 


“The South African Government urges the Zimbabwean 
Government immediately to seek out the attackers and 
also wishes to state that it reserves the right to take 
whatever steps it deems necessary to prevent incursions 
of this nature.” 


Zimbabwe Warned on Incident 
MB141424 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1418 GMT 
14 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 14 SAPA—South Africa regarded 
the rocket attack on a farm near the South African/Zim- 
babwe border “in a very grave light and the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, had serious “misgivings“ 
that the Zimbabwean Government should treat the inci- 
deni and a South African appeal “with such levity.“ 


In a statement from Pretoria today, Mr Botha said he 
drew the necessary conclusions from a statement issued 
yesterday by Zimbabwe's minister of information, Mr 
Witness Mangwende, who said a South African claim 
that the attack was launched from Zimbabwe was “a 
pack of lies.” 


South Africa said in a protest note yesterday the attack 
was carried out by “elements who had crossed the border 
from Zimbabwe and who afterwards returned to Zimba- 
bwe.” 


Mr Botha said today: “South Africa regarded the attack 
in a very grave light and had made an earnest appeal to 
act in a responsible fashion.” 
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“Irrefutable evidence exists that the attackers came from 
across the Limpopo and returned to Zimbabwe and that 
the same group laid mines which could have killed 
innocent civilians had the security forces not reacted as 
rapidly as they did,” Mr Botha said. 


Nobody was injured in the attack on the farmhouse, 
“River”, of Mr and Mrs Cyril Fischer about 100km from 
the Zimbabwean border. The raid occurred at about 3am 
yesterday and later anti-personnel mines were found 
near the farm situated 16km from Messina. 


Mr Mangwende also said yesterday that South Africa 
was in the habit of blaming the neighbouring states for 
the problems it is experiencing because of its “inhuman, 
nefarious and totalitarian apartheid system.”’ Mr Botha 
said it was “reason for great concern that Mr Mang- 
wende should discount the evidence which South Africa 
had ’’with such frivolous refutations.* 


“South Africa’s note was meant to elicit a serious 
response from Zimbabwe and an undertaking to track 
down the wrongdoers with the intent of preventing 
incursions like this, particularly in the view of Zim- 
babwe’s assertion that it does not harbour armed ele- 
ments inimical to South Africa,” he added. 


He said South Africa’s request was treated with “‘a 
rhetoric which avoids the unpleasant truth. Mr Mang- 
wende feigns not to know that rockets can be launched 
from the shoulder and that trials of terrorists in South 
Africa have provided ample evidence of ANC use of 
Zimbabwe as infiltration routes to South Africa,” Mr 
Botha said. 


“Zimbabwe is the last country to be able to accuse South 
Africa of using external threats to divert attention from 
its internal problems. 


“The facts speak for themselves. Zimbabwe is not inter- 
ested in cooperation to prevent incursions like this. 


“In future South Africa could be forced to take the 
necessary steps itself, and Zimbabwe stands warned that 
South Africa will not tolerate continued off-handedness 
on matters which profoundly affect the security of South 
Africa,” Mr Botha said. 


Zimbabwe's ‘Histrionic’ Charges Dismissed 
MB152018 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2015 GMT 
15 Feb 88 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 15 SAPA—The South African 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said tonight he 
would not react to “histrionic declarations” from a 
government that tortured people until they said what 
was demanded of them. 


He was reacting in Cape Town to statements made 
earlier today by his Zimbabwean counterpart, Mr 
Nathan Shamuyarira, who announced a breakthrough in 
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cracking an alleged South African spy ring in Zimbabwe 
which was responsible for a number of terrorist deeds 
including the car bombing of an African National Con- 
gress house in Bulawayo. 


The Zimbabwean foreign minister’s statement followed 
a call by Mr Botha at the weekend on Zimbabwe to stop 
terrorist incursions from Zimbabwe into the Republic 
after a rocket attack on a border farm near Messina. 


“I do not react to histrionic declarations of this nature. 
His call on the international community is, as far as | am 
concerned, a joke because most governments in the 
world that are still worth something are of the opinion 
that Zimbabwe is busy making a mess of the country’s 
management and economic planning. He (Mr Shamuya- 
rira) ought to know this.” 


Mr Botha said taxpayers of the United Kingdom and 
Europe were not prepared to continue to pour money 
into the “bottomless pit of poor administration” in 
Zimbabwe. The governments of those countries that still 
do will not be doing it for much longer. 


“Sooner or later the Zimbabwe Government will have to 
account to its own people. I hope this day comes sooner 
rather than later,” Mr Botha said. 


4 SADF Soldiers Die in FAPLA Engagement 
MBI161114 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1113 GMT 
16 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Feb 18, SAPA—Four members of the SA 
Defence Force died in action in south east Angola at the 
weekend. 


They were: 


Corporal Jan Hendrik Kleynhans, 19, who is survived by 
his parents, Mr and Mrs H.G. Kleynhans of P.O. Box 
17174, Bainsviei, Bloemfontein. 


Rifleman Vincent Vernon Nieuwenhuizen, 19, who is 
survived by his mother, Mrs E. Nieuwenhuizen of | 
Pieter Street, Zastron, Rifleman Pieter Heinrich Groe- 
newald of Uitkyk Farm, George District, and Rifleman 
Andre Schalk Groenewald, 19, who is survived by his 
mother, Staff Sergeant L. Groenewald of 26 Watsonia 
Avenue, Oudtshoorn and his father, Mr P.J. Groenwald 
of P.O. Box 534, Bloemfontein. 


“The next-of-kin of the soldiers have been informed and 
the commanding officers of the fallen soldiers will per- 
sonally visit them to give more details of the circum- 
stances surrounding the action. This will happen as soon 
as they can be made available,” the SADF said in a 
statement. 


The chief of the SA Defence Force, General Jannie 
Geldenhuys, extended his condolences to the families, 
friends and loved ones of the soldiers who died. 
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The process of withdrawing South African and South- 
West Africa Territory Force soldiers from Angola was 
taking place under operational conditions, General Gel- 
denkuys, said today. 


“This withdrawal is slower than was originally antici- 
pated because the operational advantages which were 
achieved earlier in the limited operations supporting 
UNITA announced towards the end of last year, could 
not be sacrificed now merely to hasten this process,” 
Gen Geldenhuys said today. 


He said it also necessitated limited offensive action by 
the Defence Force from time to time to safeguard the 
operational advantages which had already been achieved 
and to protect South Africa’s interests. 


“Since the weekend UNITA has achieved resounding 
successes and FAPLA is now retreating in disarray and 
trying to organise a desperate last stand.” 


During a skirmish between UNITA and FAPLA, a 
counter-attack by FAPLA on South African troops was 
successfully repulsed by an SA Defence Force element 
fighting a guard action on the flank. 


During this action FAPLA employed highly-sophisti- 
cated Soviet equipment and anti-aircraft weapons in a 
ground role. A direct hit by one of these guns struck the 
vehicle in which the four soldiers who died were travel- 
ling. 


Government Rejects U.S. Human Rights Report 
MB121747 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1742 GMT 
12 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 12 SAPA—The United States State 
Department’s annual review of human rights practices of 
countries other than the United States—released earlier 
this week—is, as far as the the South Africa section is 
concerned, another exercise by a U.S. agency to moralise 
on South Africa. 


A statement from the Department of Foreign Affairs said 
unless the U.S. Government zealously analysed the sta- 
tus of human rights in its own country—especially in 
respect of its black, “Hispanic” and American Indian 
communities—the South African Government would 
continue to reject the U.S. Government’s “self-imposed 
right” to express itself on conditions inside South Africa. 


“We are concerned over the document’s disservice to tht 
South Africa judiciary: The review casts suspicion on 
courts of law which are regarded here and internationally 
as maintaining enviable standards of integrity and inde- 
pendence,” Foreign Affairs said. 


The document relied on innuendo, lacked a factual basis, 
and employed “largely hearsay figures” relating to emer- 
gency detainees. 
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Uncritical readers of the review and of media reports 
thereof, were “left with inaccurate and misleading con- 
clusions.” 


The review’s objectives were revealed in its “callous 
treatment of the need for economic growth in South 
Africa,” Foreign Affairs said. 


It pointed to the need for the economy to grow suffi- 
ciently to absorb the new black entrants to the labour 
market and to reduce present black unemployment, but 
failed to explain that the sanctions policy of the U.S. 
Government was partly responsible for “stultifying that 
growth to the serious detriment of the black population.” 


“On the whole the document disqualifies itself from 
having any relevance in South Africa as its very tenure 
and lack of understanding for the realities of South and 
southern Africa cannot make significant contribution to 
the continuous search for a negotiated and peaceful 
solution in South Africa,” Foreign Affairs said. 


Cape Court Overturns University Subsidy Conditions 
MB121345 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1300 
GMT 

12 Feb 88 


[Text] F.W. de Klerk’s university subsidy regulations 
have been overturned. Mr Justice Howie in the Cape 
Town Supreme Court has declared invalid the subsidy 
conditions imposed by the government on the universi- 
ties in October. He says the nature of the case made it 
appropriate to give judgment as soon as possible and 
reasons for the judgment will be handed down later. 


The application to the court was brought by Cape Town 
University and the University of the Western Cape. 
They maintain the minister of education and culture had 
exceeded his authority and the conditions were false and 
interfered with the rights of universities. 

overing 12 Feb 

MB130839 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0837 GMT 
13 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 13 SAPA—Following is the unrest 
report for the past 24 hours as supplied by the public 
relations division of the SA Police in Pretoria: 


‘““KwaTema (Springs): Unknown persons fired a shot at a 
black man and wounded him in the shoulder. His 
condition is not serious. A group of blacks threw a petrol 
bomb at a delivery vehicle. The van was extensively 
damaged. 


“Orlando West (Soweto): Unknown persons fired shots 
at two municipal police officials while they were on 
guard duty. Both seriously injured. 
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“Tembisa (Kempton Park): Unknown persons threw a 
hand grenade at a group of blacks while they were sitting 
in front of a house drinking. Six of the men were slightly 
injured. 


“Far northern Transvaal: At about 1.45 a mortar 
(thought to be a RPG-7) was fired from outside into the 
lounge of the farm ’River** of a Mr Fisher. A number of 
rifle shots were also fired. The farm is about | 5km west 
of Beit Bridge and about 100m from the river. A further 
three explosions were heard in the vicinity but the exact 
location could not be established. No casualties were 
reported. No estimate of the damage could be estab- 
lished. Police investigations are continuing.” 


Unrest Report for 13 Feb 
MB140652 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0640 GMT 
14 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 14 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“In Mpumuza, a black residential area in Natai, a group 
of blacks attacked a private house with fircarms. Two 
black women were slightly injured. 


“At the black bus depot in central r‘ietermaritzburg, a 
group of blacks attack a black man and assaulted him. 
His condition is not serious and three black men arrest- 
ed. 


“At Sweetwaters, a black residential area in Natal, the 
body of a black woman was discovered with stab 
wounds. 


“At Caluza a black residential area in Natal, the body of 
black man was found with stab wounds. 


“In Sobantu, a black residential area in Natal, an illegal 
gathering was dispersed by the SAP. Two black women 
were slightly injured. 


““At KwaMakhuto, a black residential area in Natal, an 
unknown group of people hurled a petrol bomb at a 
private house and also fired several shots at their home. 
Calibre unknown. One black man was wounded in his 
head, and another black man suffered a burn wound. His 
condition is serious. 


Unrest Report for 14 Feb 
MB150649 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0644 GMT 
15 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 16 SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incidents were reported overnight by the SA 
public relations division in Pretoria: 


“At Lingelihle (Cradock) a private house was badly 
damaged in a petrol-bomb attack. 
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“At Shongweni (Natal) police found the bodies of two 
black males, one an 18-year-old man and the other a 
15-year-old youth. Both had bullet wounds. 


“At Taylor’s Halt (Natal) a 27-year-old black man was 
stabbed to death. In the same area, police found the 
bodies of a black couple, a 70-year-old man and his 
60-year-old wife. Both had stab wounds. In another 
incident, police discovered the body of a 61-year-old 
black woman with her throat cut. 


“At KwaMakhutha (Durban/Amanzimtoti area) there 
were several minor incidents of stone-throwing, illegal 
gatherings and petrol-bombs hurled at private dwellings. 
No deaths or injuries were reported and no serious 
damage caused. In one incident, police used tear-smoke 
to disperse an illegal gathering. 


“At KwaDengezi (Pinetown) a group of men hurled a 
petrol-bomb at a private dwelling. As the occupants fled 
the house, numerous shots were fired at them. In the 
process, 3 black women and a black man were fatally 
wounded and 2 black youths injured. 


‘““At KwaTema (Springs) three private houses were exten- 
sively damaged when petrol-bombs were hurled at them 
on separate occasions.” 


Unrest Report for 15 Feb 
MB160617 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0611 GMT 
16 Feb 88 


{Text} Pretoria, Feb 16, SAPA—Following is the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the public relations 
division of the SA Police in Pretoria: 


“At Khayalitsha (Cape Town) a group of blacks attacked 
a security force member with knives and seriously 
wounded him by stabbing him in the lungs and kidney. 
He was then robbed of his firearm (a shotgun) and five 
rounds of ammunition. 


“At KwaMakutha (near Amanzimtoti) a private-bomb 
attack. 


“At Caluza (Edendale) police found the body of a black 
man with burn wounds. 


“At Mafunze (Taylor’s Halt area) police found the body 
of a 24-year-old black man with stab wounds. 


“At Ezakheni (Ladysmith area) arsonists caused exten- 
sive damage to a local high school.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB1 30753 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Says ‘Shut Up’ About Bophuthatswana Coup 
— South Africa’s intervention “does not mean Bophu- 
thatswana 1s less independent,” asserts Johannesburg 
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THE CITIZEN in English for 12 February in a page 6 
editorial. “It simply means,” the paper continues, “that 
we supported a friendly and much admired head of state, 
in loyalty to him and in the interests of both countries.” 
The paper adds: “There is a suggestion that South 
Africa’s military intervention is a flagrant contravention 
of international law. That is a somewhat hilarious argu- 
ment since Bophuthatswana is not recognised internatio- 
nally....Britain itself had no comment to make on the 
failed coup for the simple reason that it does not recog- 
nise Bophuthatswana. And since no other overseas coun- 
try does, they should all shut up and mind their own 
business.” 


STAR: Homelands More Like Satellites — After South 
Africa’s quashing of the Bophuthatswana coup attempt, 
“the whole nature of separate development in its ideo- 
logical purity has been changed and ravaged,” says John 
Patten in “The Independent” on page 8 of Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 13 February. “Every home- 
land is now captive of South Africa, regardless of its 
status.” Under apartheid as envisioned by Verwoerd, 
“homeland independence was the way to real freedom, 
self-realisation and fulfillment for each ethnic group.” 
But the heirs of Verwoerd “have shown themselves to be 
ruthlessly preoccupied with asserting regional hegemony 
regardless of the assault their actions make on apartheid 
principles.” “What now emerges...is something much 
more akin to the Soviet satellite state theory than to 
grand apartheid.” 


CAPE TIMES: Coup Collapse of ‘Separate Nationhoods’ 
— The Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English for 11 
February in a page 4 editorial declares the aborted 
Bophuthatswana coup “‘is a graphic demonstration of the 
failure of the Nationalist’s separate nationhood state- 
craft.” “Many questions arise which will be addressed 
more pertinently when more information becomes avail- 
able. Meanwhile, it is clear that the whole edifice of 
‘separate nationhoods’ is collapsing. The need for a new 
constitutional order for greater South Africa, in place of 
reliance on military force, is more obvious than ever.” 


CITY PRESS Reads ‘Writing on the Wall’ — “In itself, 
the Bophuthatswana coup meant nothing. It was a veld 
fire that was quickly put out,” says the Johannesburg 
CITY PRESS in English for 14 February [date as pub- 
lished]. ““The shock of this week’s onslaught on democ- 
racy was all the greater as President Mangope is seen by 
many as one of the outstanding leaders in southern 
Africa, adds the SABC. Unfortunately we are not told 
who are these people who see President Mangope as a 
great leader—of his homeland, we suppose.” “In the 
sketchy reports that filtered through from the troubled 
Bophuthatswana on Wednesday, it was reported that the 
homeland’s university students greeted the short-lived 
coup warmly....We suggest present historians, acade- 
mics, politicians, and all concerned about what this 
week’s failed coup meant, look no further than the 
graffiti which is found on the lifts of the University of 
Bophuthatswana. That’s the real writing on the wall...” 
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Press Review for 15 Feb 
MB1 51242 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR Laments University Subsidy Cuts — 
Government-mandated university subsidy cuts worry 
the Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English for 
14 February. In a page 12 editorial, the paper says “the 
impact of the government’s brutal 25 to 29-percent cut in 
subsidies will ricochet for generations.” The 29-percent 
reduction directed against the University of the Witwa- 
tersrand, “the first time that cuts have not been applied 
uniformly to all residential universities...raises questions 
about Pretoria’s motives....The government’s specific 
dislike of this institution—which also happens to have 
the best academic record in the country—is well 
known.” “Politics aside, the government’s decision to 
cut back on funding to universities should be resisted by 
any taxpayer who longs for a brighter future for his 
children.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Doubts Viability of Homelands Con- 
cept — “Fierce debate’ over State President P.W. 
Botha’s use of the SADF to put down last week’s 
Bophuthatswana coup “tends to miss the point” asserts 
the Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English for 14 
February in a page 28 editorial. “The homelands concept 
was devised and implemented at a time when the NP had 
both confidence in its political vision and the economic 
resources to create this string of satellite entities...” 
“Those times have changed.... The turpitude in Transkei, 
Ciskei, and now Bophuthatswana, indicates that the 
system is hardly effective. Security, economic advance- 
ment and a lowering of political temperatures in the 
region are not enhanced by independent homelands— 
they are increasingly jeopardised. The Independence 
Stadium shenanigans were not primarily over whether 
maverick soldiers should succeed Mr Mangope. It was 
whether a new order should succeed independent home- 
lands.” 


STAR: Parliament Debate Ignores ‘Burning Issues’ — 
South Africa’s political parties represented in Parliament 
failed to “confront the burning issues of the day” in last 
week’s no-confidence debate, declares Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English for 15 February in a page 10 
editorial. “Constructive criticism and reassured 
response gave way to bickering that did no justice to the 
function of Parliament.” Parliament ignored, the paper 
continues, “the main purpose of the debate: to focus 
national attention on the growing crisis over black par- 
ticipation in the political system; the equalisation of 
opportunity for all; and a return to the rule of law.” 
“Already there is a growing lobby that believes the 
nature of the real political problems of the country are so 
at odds with the present composition of parliamentary 
ntation that Parliament has become irrele- 
“Unless the parties do better...that view will 

er currency.” 
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BUSINESS DAY: SABC Practices Advocacy Journalism 
— Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English for 15 
February in a page 8 editorial agrees with Home Affairs 
Minister Stoffel Botha’s recent remark that advocacy 
journalism is widespread in South Africa. “Where Botha 
goes sadly wrong,” says the paper, “is in his rhetorical 
assumption that advocacy journalism is the exclusive 
preserve of the alternative and English-language press— 
and to assume that it is automatically a bad thing. Who 
else but the SABC leads the field in advocacy journal- 
ism?” ““The same applies to the Nationalist-supporting 
Afrikaans press....” “The point Botha misses is that any 
independently-owned news organisation takes a particu- 
lar editorial stance which influences its coverage.” ““Bo- 
tha may argue until blue in the face that the media is 
contributing to the revolutionary climate in the country. 
The point he stubbornly (or deliberately?) refuses to see 
is that so long as information is distorted, be it via the 
SABC or the ANC, it is demeaned to the low status of 


propaganda.” 


VADERLAND: Mangope Must Address Coup’s Causes 
— “It cannot be certain that the Malebane-Metsing 
government wouid have brought greater political stabil- 
ity and honesty to Bophuthatswana,” says Johannesburg 
DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on |! February in a 
page 14 editorial. South Africa’s intervention, motivated 
by the state president, restored the Mangope govern- 
ment. This, surely, is not the end of the matter. President 
Mangope must realize that there is widespread dissatis- 
faction with his government. “Only if he addresses its 
causes will he be able to continue democratically.” 


BEELD Fears ANC, Soviet Role in Coup — Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 12 February says in an 
editorial on page 10 that “South Africa had no other 
choice but to intervene in Bophuthatswana following the 
coup.” Security and diplomacy should go hand in hand, 
and that is why the Bophuthatswana rebel leader was 
asked to stop his unconstitutional actions. This i. clearly 
a timely warning to opportunists not to start military 
adventures in South Africa, which cannot tolerate addi- 
tional instability on its borders. The fact that ANC and 
even Soviet involvement is coming to light, indicates 
that they are prepared to exploit the hated homelands to 
get at South Africa. “The lesson of the Mmabatho 
episode is that South Africa must be prepared as attacks 
on the stability of the subcontinent can take place at any 
time.” 


AWB ‘Conditioning Itself to Violence — “The AWB has 
frequently intimated that it could turn to violence in an 
effort to realize its dream of a white national state,” says 
a second editorial on the same page. Now the AWB has 
gone further and praised the ANC in one of its informa- 
tion brochures as an organization which is fighting for 
the freedom of its peoples because they do not want to be 
dominated by others. The logical conclusion is that the 
AWB approves of ANC violence. This is political skul- 
duggery at its worst. “The AWB is conditioning itself to 
believe that violence is unavoidable and that negotiation 
is worthless.” 
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BURGER: Bophuthatswana Decision Not Easy — Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on |1 February says 
in an editorial on page 16 that “yesterday’s decision by 
the South African Government to intervene militarily in 
Bophuthatswana was not an easy one.”’ So far, it is the 
most daring action takeu by South Africa since the 
independence of its former homelands. Yesterday's 
events will have wide international implications and 
complications. Whether those who carried out the coup 
were morally justified remains to be seen. ““The mainte- 
nance of law and order apparently received priority in 
South Africa’s decision.” 


Press Review for 16 Feb 
MB161029 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Warns Against Terrorist Attacks — “The 
attack on a South African farmhouse six kilometres west 
of Beit Bridge is a reminder that the terrorists will stop at 
nothing in their attempts to breed fear and panic in the 
far northern Transvaal and at the same time publicise 
their activities,” says the page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 15 February. “If the 
weekend attack was repeated on any scale, the South 
African Government would clearly have to pursue the 
terrorists across the border. We hope this will be avoided 
by Zimbabwe reminding the African National Congress, 
which w- are sure is responsible for the latest attack as it 
was for pievious ones, that it is not supposed to engage in 
cross-border attacks from Zimbabwe, that by doing so it 
puts Zimbabwe in a position in which it might suffer 
retaliatory action by South Africa, and that it should 
therefore desist from making such attacks.” 


STAR Criticizes Stoffel Botha Statement — A page 18 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 16 
February comments on Minister of Home Affairs Stoffel 
Botha’s statement that “in the fanning of the attempted 
revolution...some newspapers within the country, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, also play a part,” saying it is a 
“dangerous, but at the same time meaningless, state- 
ment.” “One could just as easily aver that the govern- 
ment, wittingly or unwittingly, also plays a part in 
fanning revolution. The minister is fully entitled to play 
politics or talk gobbledegook, or express outrageous 
opinions, even outside the privilege of Parliament. But if 
his statements are to be judged on the terms by which he 
demands that the media he judged—on fairness; balance; 
and taking account of all the facts—then his ‘report’ to 
Parliament must be found wanting.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Labor Bill — Commenting on the 
Labor Relations Amendment bill Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 16 February says in a page 10 
editorial that “among the more controversial aspects of 
the bill are provisions which designate sympathy strikes, 
consumer boycotts and repeated industrial action over 
the same issue as unfair labour practices.” “Some 
employer groups, dismayed at high levels of sometimes 
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politically-motivated strike activity last year, accompa- 
nied by far too many incidents of intimidation and 
violence, see the bill as at least a partial answer. It is not, 
no more than restrictions on the press are a solution.” 


‘Arbitrary’ Campus Regulations Questioned — A second 
editorial on the same page remarks that “now that the 
Cape Supreme Court has ruled against the government's 
demand that university councils there enforce strict 
discipline on campus or risk losing their subsidies, it is to 
be hoped that National Education Minister F.W. de 
Klerk will withdraw the arbitrary (and unnecessary) 
regulations and avoid further costly court battles.” “De 
Klerk would be wise not to resort to amendments to the 
Universities Act. He has made his point, and the univer- 
sities have reaffirmed their determination to enforce 
disciplinary procedures fairly but strictly, while uphold- 
ing traditions of justice and freedom of expression.” 


SOWETAN Reacts To Education Subsidy Cuts — It is 
“very disturbing to read that universities are to cut their 
expenditure because of the government's cut on their 
subsidies,” notes Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 16 February in a page 4 editorial. “The government 
might be serious about its fight against inflation, but we 
believe education should be the last victim of the man 
with the axe. The government should pick its priorities 
carefully.” 


RAPPORT on RSA Help to Homeland — Commenting 
on the Bophuthatswana coup a page 34 editorial in 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans says it is “a 
feather in the SADF and SAP cap that they apprehended 
the rebels so efficiently and almost bloodlessly.”” RAP- 
PORT believes it is unfair “to write off the Mangope 
government.” “Stability, growth, and prosperity are 
needed. Bophuthatswana was on that path.” “Bophu- 
thatswana is an independent state; it is inextricably 
bound to the greater South Africa. Its welfare is linked to 
that of its neighbors. Therefore, do not criticize the 
South African security force when it helps its neighbor 
South Africa is helping itself when it helps another.” 


VADERLAND Defends University Subsidy Cats — 
“The government university subsidy cuts came as a 
result of public opinion and the realities of state spend- 
ing,” says Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afri- 
kaans on 12 February in a page 10 editorial. “An 
overtaxed public has become touchy about certain polit- 
ical activities proffered under the academic flag at 
English language universities.” “As Professor Cas 
Crouse, rector of the Rand Afrikaans University cor- 
rectly points out, universities will simply have to imple- 
ment tougher admissions standards.” 


BURGER: Economic Measures in National Interest — 
According to a page 14 editorial in Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 12 February, PFP finance 
spokesman Harry Schwarz says “the economy and poli- 
tics go hand in hand and reform is facilitated when 
people’s standard of living is improved. It is obvious to 
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him that a political solution for South Africa is impos- 
sible if the land is being destroyed by unemployment and 
poverty. Unlike the PFP leader and the official opposi- 
tion in the House of Assembly, Mr Schwarz realizes that 
economic reform is essential for the country. He also 
understands that President Botha’s economic package 
has included decisions which can be politically risky for 
him and for the government.” 


NAMIBIAN: Criticism of Support for SADF — Gwen 
Lister writes in the “Political Perspective” column on 
page 10 of THE NAMIBIAN in English on 12 February 
that: “The interim government and the cabinet have 
quite a lot in common, the main aspect of which is their 
mutual dependence on the South African Government. 
But the interim government’s visit has shown the people 
of Namibia that: They support the ‘undeclared’ SADF 
war on the MPLA; they support the use of Namibia as a 
springboard for attacks on a sovereign state (and the use 
of conscripted Namibians as mercenaries in a foreign 
country); they themselves are guilty of crossing an inter- 
national border without permission of the authorities; 
they see themselves and UNITA as being ‘key’ to a 
solution of the Namibia problem; they support the 
continued occupation of Namibia by South Africa. Most 
of all, they were just obediently carrying out their 
orders.” 


Criticism of SADF ‘Parading’ of Dead — “It has come to 
our attention that the parading of bodies (apparently 
those of dead SWAPO insurzents) by the secu: ity forces, 
is continuing in the far north of the country,” says the 
page 11 editorial. “Although we can find no provision in 
the statutes in terms of which the parading of bodies in 
such a manner is illegal, we nevertheless remind security 
forces of the fact that it is both immoral and inhuman.” 
“Actions of the security forces, such as these, serve only 
to give further justification to the resounding call by 
residents of that area, for the immediate withdrawal of 
the SADF and implementation of the United Nations 
settlement plan.” 


Zimbabwe 


Mangwende Rejects RSA Claim of Guerrilla Crossing 
MB131550 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1539 GMT 
13 Feb 88 


[Text] Harare Feb 13 SAPA— Zimbabwe's minister of 
information, posts and telecommunication, Mr Witness 
Mangwende today dismissed Pretoria’s claim that guer- 
rillas who attacked a South African farm near Beit 
Bridge early this morning came from Zimbabwe as “a 
pack of lies” and an attempt to divert attention from its 
internal pressures, ZIANA, the national news agency 
reports. 


Mr Mangwende was reacting to a letter to the Zimba- 
bwean Covernment from the South African trade mis- 
sion representative in Harare, Mr Johann Viljoen, which 
said that the rocket attack on the “Islands” farm, 6km 
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west of Beit Bridge, at about 3am today had been carried 
out by “elements who had crossed the border from 
Zimbabwe and who afterwards returned to Zimbabwe.” 


The letter also contained the threat that South Africa 
“reserves the right to take whatever steps are deemed 
necesszry to prevent incursions of this nature.” 


“The South African claim is a pack of lies,” Comrade 
Mangwende charged. “It’s an attempt to divert attention 
from its internal problems. The Government of Zimba- 
bwe has no military bases of any movement from which 
any rockets could be launched.” 


The minister also said: “The apartheid regime is in the 
habit of blaming the neighbouring states for the prob- 
lems it is experiencing because of its inhuman, refarious 
and totalitarian apart! system. The war is being 
fought in South Africa. 2 freedom-loving oppressed 
majority there. They are i..side South Africa,” said the 
Zimbabwe minister. 


He added that South Africa had its troops deployed 
along its border with Zimbabwe and asked whether these 
troops had allowed “these so-called elements to cross the 
border and launch the attack and then allow them to 
return to Zimbabwe?” 


In his short letter, Mr Viljoen said: ““The South African 
Government urges the Zimbabwe Government to imme- 
diately seek out the attackers.” 


Discovery of RSA ‘Saboteurs’ Network Claimed 
MB151705 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1703 GMT 
15 Feb 88 


[Text] Harare, Feb 15, SAPA—Zimbabwe's minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Nathan Shamuyarira, today disclosed 
that the national security organisation recently smashed 
“an extensive network of South African saboteurs and 
agents” involved in various acts of sabotage and 
attempted assassinations inside Zimbabwe, the national 
news agency ZIANA reports. 


“The network was based on farmers and other pro- 
Rhodesian elements in the Bulawayo and Fort Rixon 
area. Their statements have exposed the extensive nature 
of South Africa destabilisation from 1981 to 1988, such 
as the attacks on Inkomo arms dump in 1981 up to the 
recent car-bomb aitack in Bulawayo.” 
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He added detained agents have revealed how they 
obtained arms and were paid through South African 
banks by the regime. 


Mr Shamuyarira said: “South African agents hired a 
driver from the Labour Exchange, gave him a car loaded 
with explosives, and asked him to drive it to a block of 
flats where he was blown up. Considerable damage was 
done to property and innocent flat dwellers,” Mr Sha- 
muyarira added in disclosing this information about the 
Bulawayo bomb blast. 


Six men: Mr Kevin John Woods, 35, Mr Michael Antony 
Smith, 34, Mr Barry Desmond Bawden, 30, Mr Phillip 
Msiza Conjwayo, 54, Mr Roe Vire, 37, and Mr Guy 
Thomas Bawden, 32, have had their statements con- 
firmed by a magistrate in connection with the blast. They 
will appear in court later, the minister said. 


Minister “econfirms Commitment to Sanctions 
MB!50? /* Harare Dumestic Service in English 
0600 (SMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Comrade Nathan 
Shamuyarira, says Zimbabwe is committed to the impo- 
sition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions against 
South Africa. 


He was speaking on the ZBC program “The Nation” last 
night. Comrade Shamuyarira said the Commonwealth 
foreign ministers committee looking into the sanctions 
issue intends committing all Commonwealth countries 
to the sanctions package agreed to in the Bahamas last 
year. 


Minister Shamuyarira said the black majority in South 
Africa is pleased with the unity agreement between 
PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF. On the security situation in 
the country, Comrade Shamuyarira said political mobi- 
lization and increased military and police presence in the 
eastern border area had reduced MNR banditry. 


Comrade Shamuyarira says Zimbabwe's differences with 
Washington include U.S. support for UNITA bandits in 
Angola and its support for racist South Africa’s violation 
of the Nkomati Accord, signed with Mozambique in 
1984. 


Comrade Shamuyarira revealed that the Bavarian prime 
minister, Franz-Josef Strauss, who visited South Africa 
last month, had been paid by the Smith regime to 
promote propaganda against the Zimbabwean struggle. 
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Benin 


President Kerekou Receives DPRK, Maltese Envoys 
AB131118 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] The head of state granted six audiences at his 
office this morning. He received in separate audiences 
three ambassadors, one company administrator, the 
executive secretary of the ABPH, and a managing direc- 
tor of a company. The diplomats discussed cooperation 
with the head of state. The others discussed issues 
concerning their companies and also briefed the head of 
state on some meetings. The first person to be received 
this morning was His Excellency Dr (Somato Gadini 
Marine), ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
of the Sovereign Order of the Cross of Malta. The 
Maltese diplomat, who was accoripanied by his chief 
adviser, (Michel Blarr), and the director of the (Djoulou) 
Hospital. Colonel (Ali Bourgeois), was introduced at the 
presidential palace by Comrade Guy Landry Hazoume, 
minister of foreign *ffairs and cooperation. [passage 
omitted] 


The second to be received by President Kerekou was the 
DPRK ambassador to Benin. His Excellency An Ki-pok, 
who was also introduced by the minister of foreign 
affairs and cooperation, came to deliver a message from 
President Kim Il-song to President Kerekou. He took the 
opportunity to brief President Kerekou on the situation 
in the Korean peninsula. This is what he told Fidel 
Aryeekoue. 


[Begin An recording in Korean followed by French 
translation] I went to see the comrade president of the 
Republic to convey President Kim Il-song’s greetings to 
him. I took the occasion to brief the president on the 
prevailing situation on the Korean peninsula. I spoke 
about the struggle of the Korean people to accomplish 
the tasks the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song outlined 
in his New Year address to the nation. The situation on 
the Korean peninsula becomes more tense every day 
because of the provocative military maneuvers carried 
out by imperialism [words indistinct] 1988, a large force 
of American imperialists and South Korean solc 
have been based on the Korean peninsula and Ame 
warships have been stationed in the Korean sea. | 
United States and South Korea declared that they were 
going to carry out the Team Spirit 88 military maneuvers 
from February to May. We are presently very vigilant in 
the face of these military exercises and we are ready to 
respond if our enemies launch another war on the 
Korean peninsula. 


Concerning the reunification of the two Koreas, in order 
to find a peaceful and independent solution to this issue, 
President Kim Il-song, in his new year address to the 
nation, proposed the organization of a joint conference 
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which will bring together deiegates from political parties 
and social organizations of the two Koreas including 
members of the government. [end recording] [passage 
omittcd] 


Burkina Faso 


‘More ic Approach’ With Neighbors 
AB150801 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] Head of State Captain Blaise Compaore leaves 

this morning for Ivory Coast, where he 
will confer with President Houphouet-Boigny. This visit 
is in pursuit of the Popular Front’s quest for good 
neighborliness with, first of all, all countries of the 
subregion and then with the rest of the world. With his 
visit to the Ivory Coast, it can be said that the chairman 
of the Popular Front has completed fis tour of Burkina 
Faso’s neighbors. 


The Popular Front has decided to practice a more 
pragmatic approach to Burkina Faso’s relations with all 
countries of the West African subregion, contrary to the 
policy of the former regime which had preference for 
some countries of the subregion. We must also not forget 
that the cream of Burkinabe nationals living outside the 
country is in Ivory Coast. Though Capt Blaise Compaore 
is not going there for canvassing, it would be appropriate 
to explain to them the objectives of the rectification 
process, which some people have been misinterpreting 
since the events of 15 October 1987. These millions of 
Burkinabe living in Ivory Coast will then be given the 
opportunity to see the head of state, talk wih him, and 
try to understand him. 


The chairman of the Popular Front also needs advice 
from President Houphouet-Boigny, who also has a more 
pragmatic approach to politics and a lot to impari to his 
younger counterparts. This visit to Ivory Coast will most 
certainly be a successful one. 


Popular Front Statement on Palestinians 
AB 140642 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 13 Feb 88 


(“Statement on the situation in the Middle East issued 
by the Popular Front in Ouagadougou on 13 February”) 


[Text] The Palestinian situation is such a big tragedy that 
peace- and justice-loving people cannot remain indiffer- 
ent to it. The Zionist annexation of all the Palestinian 
territories and the inhuman treatment of the people who 
have been forced to wander about have always been of 
great concern to the international community. This 
situation (?persists). That is why, in the face of a new 
wave of Zionist repression which the brotherly Palestin- 
ian people have been facing in the occupied territories, 
the militant people of Burkina Faso, under the leader- 
ship of the Popular Front, reaffirm their militant soli- 
darity and support for the Palestinian people who have 
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been valiantly struggli: g for their freedom and indepen- 
dence under the leadership of the PLO, the sole repre- 
sentative body of these valiant people. The people of 
Burkina Faso also call on the international community 
to fight harder by taking concrete measures so that the 
recognized principles of the rights of peoples to govern- 
ment themselves might be truly respected. 


On 22 November 1972, the UNGA, on behalf of the 
international community, approved Resolution 3236, 
which reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people—that is, their right to self-determination without 
foreign interference and their right to independence and 
national sovereignty. The issue was equally of great 
concern to the nonaligned summit held in Havana in 
September 1979. This summit called for the total and 
unconditional withdrawal of Israel from all occupied 
Palestinian territories in order to enable the Palestinian 
people to recover all their inalienable national rights. 
During the same year 1979, the OAU expressed the same 
concern at the Monrovia summit for the need for th 
Palestinian people to return to their fatherland and to 
establish an independent Palestinian state. 


But we are sorry to note that despite ali these exigencies 
of the international community, Zionism, which is 
strongly supported by international imperialism, contin- 
ues to accentuate its misdeeds in the occupied territories. 
But must one remain insensitive to the tragedy of these 
brotherly people, who, already at the beginning of this 
year, have been counting their dead in hundreds and the 
injured and detained in thousands as they courageously 
resist the aggression of invaders who are armed (?to the 
teeth)? 


This is why Burkina Faso is appealing to all progressive 
forces in the world and to the international democratic 
public to join hands in the common battle to support in 
a more organized and concrete manner the legitimate 
struggle of Palestinian people. All countries must also 
ensure the concrete and effective application of the 
demands of the international community for greater 
justice and peace and for the elimination of zionism and 
apartheid. The Popular Front will work in harmony with 
the progressive forces in the world in the search for a just 
solution to the Palestinian problem and for the total 
liberation of the people of southern Africa. 


Down with Zionism, down with apartheid, and down 
with imperialism! Long live the struggle of the Palestin- 
ian people! 


Forward with rectification and counterimperialism! 
The fatherland or death, we will win! 


[Issued by] the Popular Front. 
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Ghana 


Rawlings Comments on Foreign Investors 
AB131526 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieuten- 
ant J.J. Rawlings, this morning commissioned a new 
shaft sunk by the Ashanti Goldfields Corporation [AGC] 
at Obuasi. The new shafi, named (George Capendel), is 
dedicated to the memory of the man who served the 
AGC for 50 years in various capacities, including that of 
managing director. (George Capendel) died on the 4th of 
June last year, a few weeks after his application for 
Ghanaian citizenship had been granted by the head of 
State. 


In a speech, Chairman Rawlings repeated that Ghana 
welcomes foreign investors who are willing to respect the 
rights of Ghanaians and make a meaningful contribution 
to the economic development of the country. He said 
Ghana will not, however, entertain investors of doubtful 
integrity who wish to trample on our dignity, and whose 
sole aim is to exploit the country’s resources for their 
exclusive benefits. Chairman Rawlings said Ghana is not 
a place for foreigners who indulge in unfair and dubious 
business practices to the detriment of the economy. He 
reassured foreign friends that Ghanaians shall not relent 
in their efforts to provide security and stable returns to 
their investments. 


He said the government has already shown its resolve in 
the economic recovery program while new policies ini- 
tiated under the new investment code, the mineral code, 
and the petroleum exploration and production laws are 
yielding a positive response from investors. Chairman 
Rawlings stated that in the area of mining over the past 
3 years, the government has granted about 50 licenses for 
prospecting and shares for winning. Chairman Rawlings 
said mining operations are associated with problems of 
environmental pollution and cautioned that particular 
attention be paid to such problems. He suggested that 
consideration should be given by international financial 
institutions dealing with the country to accept recent 
initiatives to convert some of the debt owed them into 
funds for the protection or restoration of the environ- 
ment. Chairman Rawlings said this may be the surest 
way of guaranteeing the future of the country and a 
capacity to continue to produce her valuable natural 
resources. [passage omitted] 


The chairman of Lonrho Limited, (Sir Edward 
Decanne), said Lonrho has confidence in Ghana and her 
government, and sees the country as an area where sound 
investment can be made. (Sir Edward) said it is as a 
result of the current confidence of the financial world in 
the economy and stability of Ghana that offers have 
already been made for the development of the Sanso 
Mine at Obuasi. He said when AGC set about looking for 
a loan for its development program, there was a definite 
lack of enthusiasm on the part of lenders. (Sir Edward) 
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said it was only when the PNDC embarked on its 
economic recovery program that the loan could be raised 
for AGC’s expansion program. 


Traditional Chiefs, Audit Officials Dismissed 
AB131024 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] The chieftaincy secretariat has withdrawn 
recognition from seven more chiefs as part of the gov- 
ernment’s efforts to rid the institution of chieftaincy of 
persons of dubious integrity and character. They are 
Togbe Dzagba III, alias Nicholas Komlavi Anyenoi, alias 
Nicholas Kwabena Amoako Afum, divisional chief of 
the Akpini traditional area; and Togbe Bononi E. Tanga, 
a sub-chief in the Vakpo traditional area, both in the 
Volta Region. The others are Nana Afayir Benya, alias 
John Abeka, Nifahene of the Aguafo traditional area of 
the Central Region; Nana Kwame Gyasi, alias Kwame 
Atta Kwakye, alias D.C. [District Commissioner} 
Kwame Kwakye, Nifahene of Akim Awusa in the Akim 
Kotoku traditional area; and Barima Abrokwa Gyam- 
pim Il, alias Kwadwo Yeboah, alias Kwadwo Ofori, 
Ohenefo of Aduansa in the Akim Abuakwa traditional 
area, both in the Eastern Region. The rest are Nana Osei 
Kufuor, Benkumhene of the Duayaw Nkwanta tradi- 
tional area of brong Ahafo and Nana Yaw Manu, chief of 
Takyiri and Kyidmhene of the Duayaw Nkwanta tradi- 
tional area. [passage omitted] 


As part of continuing measures to curb waste and cor- 
ruption and to bring discipline into the financial man- 
agement of the national economy, 7 officials of the Audit 
Service of Ghana have been dismissed, 4 others have 
been retired, while 29 persons are to be redeployed for 
inefficiency. This follows the acceptance of various 
reports including those of the tax force, the special 
investigations team, and the report of the audited 
accounts of the United Nations Program. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Petroleum C with 
AB122155 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Feb &8 


[Text] Ghana and Algeria are to cooperate in such fields 
as the exploitation of gas resources, onshore exploratory 
drilling for petroleum, geological data acquisition, and 
maintenance of drilling equipment. Arrangements to 
train Ghaip [Ghana-Italian Petroleum Company] per- 
sonnel and other Ghanaians in Algeria will also be 
strengthened. These decisions were taken at the third 
session of the Ghana-Algeria Permanent Joint Commis- 
sion for Cooperation held in Algiers early this month. 
Ghana’s delegation was led by the undersecretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Mohamed Chambass, while the vice 
minister for cooperation, Mr (Mohamed Aberkane), led 
the Algerian delegation. 
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The joint commission also decided that Ghana should 
complete arrangements to lift 200,000 metric tons of 
crude oil and pursue her request for additional annual 
supplies of 200,000 metric tons beginning from 1989. 
The commission took steps to further strengthen the 
existing ties between the two countries, as well as to 
broaden areas of cooperation. The fourth session of the 
Permanent Joint Commission for Cooperation will take 
place in 1990 in Accra. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Cape Verde Foreign Minister Arrives for Talks 
AB131203 Paris AFP in French 1800 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] Bissau, 13 Feb (AFP)}—Cape Verdian Foreign 
Minister Silvano da Luz arrived in Bissau yesterday 
evening to review with Guinea-Bissau authorities bilat- 
eral cooperation and the financial position of their 
common maritime navigation company “Naguicave,” it 
was learned from reliable sources. Mr da Luz, who is 
accompanied by Antonio Lima, the Cape Verdian 
ambassador to Bissau, and Cesar Fernandes, the perma- 
nent u at the Presidency of the Republic of 
Cape Verde, will sign with the Guinea-Bissau authorities 
a general agreement between the two countries and a 
second one pertaining to the liquidation of “Naguicave,” 
the same source said. 


The two countries signed an agreement on the liquida- 
tion of “Naguicave” following 5 days of difficult negoti- 
ations in Praia !ast month, thus making it possible to 
settle an 8-year-old case and turn a new page in their 
cooperation. The company had three ships. It was set up 
when the two states were governed by the same party, the 
African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde (PAIGC), and were making plans to 
form a union. This project aborted after the 14 Novem- 
ber 1980 coup in Bissau which caused the breakup of the 
PAIGC and a quarrel between the two former Portu- 
guese colonies. 


The signing of an agreement on general cooperation 
between the two countries during the visit of the Cape 
Verdian minister of foreign affairs means, according to 
observers in Bissau, the opening of a new era in their 
relations. 


Ivory Coast 


Bedie Victim of ‘Smear Campaign’ 
AB121736 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Tension is apparently mounting in the upper 
ranks cf Ivory Coast's ruling and only democratic party. 
It’s al, to do with the succession to Ivory Coast's aging 
Presiient Houphouet-Boigny. Any sign of scrambling for 


FBIS-AFR-88-030 
16 February 1988 


power is anathema to the president. Recently, two min- 
isters and a number of top civil servants were sacked. It 
seems they were overambitious. But that hasn't stopped 
the maneuvering. From Abidjan, Gerald Burk reports: 


[Regin studio announcer recording] President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny, who is officially 82, but believed to be 
nearer 90, uncharacteristically admitted a few weeks ago 
that he was not in the best of health. But Africa's oldest 
and longest serving leader, who in 1985 was returned 
unopposed to his sixth 5-year term, is still in charge, 
[word indistinct] been urged to stay at the helm by some 
senior party members. The reasons for doing so are not 
entirely selfless. According to a 1985 constitutional 
amendment, the leader of the National Assembly would, 
in the event of a sudden presidential vacancy, become 
interim head of state and be obliged to organize elections 
within 2 months. 


But according to sources close to the party leadership, 
Houphouet plans to step down this year, handing over to 
the leader of the National Assembly, Henri Konan 
Bedie. Bedie, who is 53 and a member of the president's 
Baoule tribe, is, after Houphouet, the only leading party 
member with any kind of international standing. But 
Bedie is now the target of a vicious smear campaign, 
apparently mounted by those who either want the top job 
or at least don’t want Bedie to have it. Rumors have 
begun circulating in Abidjan to the effect that he sup- 
ports communist groups, a very serious political crime in 
conservative Ivory Coast, and even that he has spon- 
sored an attempt to remove the president. That seems 
most unlikely. He has nothing to lose and everything to 
gain by biding his time and (?seeing) Houphouet out. 


In typical Ivorian fashion, Houphouet has not moved to 
stamp out the rumors. He believes that presidential 
aspirations are perfectly legitimate, and in the tradition 
of Baoule chiefs, he is reluctant to name his successor. 
Bedie, meanwhile, has been lying low in his native 
village, waiting for the air to clear. [end recording] 


Burkina’s Compaore Arrives, Makes Statement 
AB151332 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 15 Feb 8&8 


[Excerpts] As scheduled, Burkinabe Head of State Cap- 
tain Blaise Compaore arrived in Yamoussoukro at about 
1130. Our Burkinabe guest was received on arrival by 
President Houphouet-Boigny and cabinet members. Our 
special correspondent in Yamoussoukro, Ouattara 
Gnonzie, has the details: 


[Gnonzie] [passage omitted] It was exactly 1130 when 
the plane came to a standstill. Capt Blaise Compaore, 
dressedin his very elegant paratrooper uniform, briskly 
walked down the gangway at the foot of which President 
Houphouet-Boigny held out his hands to him. Then the 
two men went through the usual welcome ceremony. 


[passage omitted] 
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This is the first time Capt Blaise Compaore has set foot 
on Ivorian soil since he assumed power in his country, 
precisely 4 months ago to the day, because the Burkina 
Faso events—known as the rectification process—took 
place on 15 October 1987. According to the chairman of 
the Popular Front, who made a statement to the press, 
his visit to Ivory Coast will be essentially aimed at 
explaining the significance of the 15 October event: 


[Begin recording] I would simply like to tell you that | 
have come to Ivory Coast in pursuance of the long- 
existing contacts between the leaders of Ivory Coast and 
Burkina Faso, contacts designed to strengthen their 
common struggle for the well-being of their peoples. | 
will seize this opportunity to thank His Excellency Pres- 
ident Houphouet-Boigny and the Ivorian people for the 
warm reception given me and my delegation. 


We are here in Yamoussoukro to take stock with Presi- 
dent Houphouet-Boigny of our bilateral cooperation. We 
will also use this visit to provide every necessary clarifi- 
cation to the Ivorian authorities and people on the 
nature and objectives of the rectification process ushered 
in in our country on 15 October. You know that a certain 
section of the media attempted—and continues to 
attempt—to falsify the history of our people’s struggle. 
As can be seen easly in Burkina Faso, ours is a popular 
movement of emancipation; ours is a struggle by the 
people against a military and fascist course that devel- 
oped within the  aAional Council of the Revolution 
resulting in the 15 October events. This movement has 
the strong support of all democratic forces in Burkina 
Faso. This too can be verified in Burkina. We will go 
back to all these questions and inform the Ivorian people 
and authorities that ours is a movement for peace and 
solidarity between our people and the Ivorian people as 
well as the peoples of the subregion. In addition, we have 
bilateral problems to examine. | think that we will use 
this opportunity to examine them. That is, in a nutshell, 
the purpose of my visit to Ivory Coast. [end recording]. 


Very soon, the heads of state will hold their first round of 
talks. The Burkinabe president is accompanied by an 
important delegation comprising the secretary general of 
the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution and 
three cabinet members. 


Niger President Saibou Ends Visit 13 Feb 
AB131321 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 13 Feb 88 


{Excerpt} Niger Head of State Colonel Ali Saibou, who 
came to Yamoussoukro for a friendly and working visit, 
returned home this morning. During this brief visit to 
our country, Col Ali Saibou was able to tour the socio- 
economic projects in our country’s political and admin- 
istrative capital. He also held talks with President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny. [passage omitted] 
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Liberia 


Doe Nominates ‘Outsiders’ to Chair Party 
AB152030 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Quite a struggle is going on in Liberia’s ruling 
NDPL [National Democratic Party of Liberia]. It is for 
the powerful post of chairman, which will be decided at 
a congress later this year. But at the weekend meeting of 
the party’s executive committee, President Doe set the 
cat among the pigeons by putting forward his own 
nominations, and some noses will be put out of joint 
because President Doe has chosen three outsiders. From 
Monrovia, Ben Asante cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The surprise nomi- 
nations included G. Alvin Jones, the minister for pres:- 
dential affairs; Mr Augustus Caine, the former secretary 
general of the Mano River Union; and the businessman 
cum politician, Mr Leroy Francis, who was vice chair- 
man at the founding of the party in 1985. The Constitu- 
tion allows President Doe five nominations, but at last 
Saturday's [13 February] crucial meeting, he chose to 
submit only three names. 


But what surprised most observers was President Doe's 
deliberate sidestepping of the two leading candidates: 
The former chairman, Senator Keikura Kpoto, and the 
present acting chairman, Ms Miatta Sherman. The two, 
both regarded as good organizers and grassroot politi- 
cians, had been campaigning for the vacant party chair- 
manship even before nominations opened. Their cam- 
paigns have sometimes been acrimonious with [word 
indistinct] like the infamous NDPL task force and the 
market women taking sides. 


Of the three nominees now in the race, Presidential 
Affairs Minister Jones and Mr Leroy Francis are consid- 
ered to have the best chance. Jones is regarded as a 
smooth political operator, capable of working wiih all 
factions within the party. Leroy Francis has the advan- 
tage of being a well-known veteran politician. The third 
nominee, Augustus Caine, now approaching 70 years 
old, 1s seen by some as a bureaucrat lacking the creden- 
tials to run a political party. [end recording] 


Mali 


‘Technical’ Cabinet Reshuffle Announced 15 Feb 
AB151534 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1515 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] As from today, 15 February 1988, the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Mali is composed as follows: 


President of the Government: General Moussa Traore: 


Prime Minister: Prof Mamadou Dembele:. 
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Minister of National Defense: Generai Sekou Ly: 


Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Ccopera- 
tion: Modibo Keita: 


Minister of Information and Telecommunications: Mrs 
Gakou Fatou Niang: 


Minister of Justice. Keeper of the Seals: Colonel Issa 
Ongoiba: 


Minister of Territorial Administration and Grassroot 
Development: Col Abdourahmane Maiga: 


Minister of Industrial Development and Tourism: 
Drissa Keita: 


Minister of Natural Resources and Livestock: El Hadj 
Ginar Tall: 


Minister of Planning: Ousmane Diallo: 
Minister of National Education: Oumar Issiaka Ba; 


Minister of Public Health and Social Affairs: Mrs Sidibe 
Aissata Cisse: 


Minister of Sports, Arts, and Culture: Bakz ry Traore; 


Minister of Employment and Civil Service: Hama Ag 
Mahmoud, 


Minister of Transport and Public Works: Cheikh Oumar 
Doumbia: 


Minister for State Corporations and Enterprises: Anti- 
oumane Ndiaye: 


Minister of Finance and Commerce: Mohamed Alhous- 
seyni Toure: 


Minister of Agriculture: Moulaye Mohamed Haidara. 


With this technical reshuffle, Django Cissoko departs 
from the cabinet. He is replaced at the Ministry of 
Justice, Keeper of the Seals by Colonel Issa Ongoiba. 
This is a return of this minister to his former post, 
because he once headed this ministry. The new minister 
of agriculture is Moulaye Mohamed Haidara, formerly 
governor of the Fourth Region. [passage omitted] The 
former justice minister, Django Cissoko, has been 
assigned to other functions. 


Traore Returns From ‘Private’ USSR Visit 
AB130956 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] General Moussa Traore, the UDPM [Democratic 
Union of Malian People] secretary general and president 
of the Republic, returned to Bamako this morning from 
Moscow in the Soviet Union, where he has just made a 
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private visit. During his stay in Moscow, he held high 
level talks with USSR political and administrative offi- 
cials such as Andrey Gromyko, Central Committee 
Politburo member and chairman of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet Presidium. He also laid a wreath at the Lenin 
Mausoleum. 


The events that marked the head of state's privaie visit 
in Moscow show the great interest that the USSR and 
Mali have in the multifaceted ties between our two 
friendly countries and reoples. This private visit is not 
only evidence of the continuity of the mutual and 
exemplary relations established at all levels between both 
our peoples, but also of the quality of the personal 
contacts between President Moussa Traore and the 
Soviet leadership. This is illustrated by the lengthy 
exchange of views between President Moussa Traore and 
Mr Andrey Gromyko, the chairman of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet Presidium, on the means to further 
strengthen bilateral cooperation. The head of state took 
the opportunity to express the sincere thanks of the 
Malian party and government to the Soviet leadership 
and people as a whole for the support and high-quality 
development aid they provide to support Mali's efforts 
to establish an independent and planned national econ- 
omy. President Moussa Traore and Andrey Gromyko 
also exchanged views on the world situation. Tnsir talks 
revealed that they agreed on everything relating to dis- 
armament in a world of peace, fraternity, and solidarity 
between peoples. 


With the African diplomats accredited in Moscow who 
came to express their gratitude for the major role he has 
been playing for unity and economic integration in 
Africa, Gen Mousse Traore evoked issues of concern 
such as the drought, the drastic fall of raw material 
prices, and the situation in southern Africa. In spite of 
the fact that he was on a private visit, President Moussa 
Traore did not want to break with the tradition of 
meeting with the Malian community everywhere he 
goes, for a fruitful exchange of views on the domestic 
situation. The head of state thus fully informed the 
Malian students and trasnees in Moscow on the struggle 
by the party and government to increase the welfare of 
the Malian people in cooperation with peace and justice- 
loving peoples. Gen Moussa Traore reiterated his call for 
the respect of laws and customs of the host country. At 
the end of this private visit Presiden’ Moussa Traore was 
interviewed by Soviet journalists, including our fellow 
countryman Cheikna Seydou Keita. 


[Begin recording] [Traore] During this 2-day visit, I held 
talks with USSR authorities such as the chairman of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium. As you know, rela- 
tions between the Soviet Union and Mali began a little 
over a quarter of century ago. It is quite normal that 
when two officials meet they should discuss issues of 
concern to their countries and the world. It is in this 
context that we discussed African and world issues, such 
as southern Africa, the apartheid system, the struggle 
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against apa: «heid, and assistance to the libera’ on move- 
ments for the total liberation of Namibia. As an African, 
I could not help mentioning Africa's debt, a hot current 
issue, which is a burden to development in Africa and to 
our respective states, [word indistinct} Mali. 


When discussing the debt issue and African countries” 
debt servicing, we also talked about peace and security in 
the world and disarmament. As everybody knows, Mall 
is one of the countries that has been fighting for disar- 
mament, that is why we welcomed the agreements on 
dismantling medium-range nuclear missiles signed 
between Comrade Gorbachev and President Reagan in 
Washington on 26 December. As far as world issues were 
concerned, we discussed the situation in the Middle East, 
where the need to hold an international conference is 
being increasingly felt. We also discussed the situation in 
Afgs.-nistan and Cambodia and agreed that a political 
solution must be found there. 


[Reporter] Mr President, what are the major interna- 
tional issues that are currently of concern to mali and all 
the African countries? 


[Traore] I have told your Malian colleague that during 
my talks with the chairman of the USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium, we discussed African and world issues, 
among which I mentioned southern Africa, with the 
apartheid system and the struggle of African nationalists. 
We also talked about disarmament. peace, and interna- 
tional security issues and my country’s stand [words 
indistinct} on the world situation, pecifically on disar- 
mament. We also discussed the Middle East situation, 
one of the most important issues for Africa, which ts 
linked to our continent's development, because one 
African couniry is involved and Africa as a whole has 
decided to support that country by expressing its full 
solidarity. Of ali the issues | mentioned, what we must 
remaember is that the southern Africa issuc is not only a 
political problem, but also an economic one to the extent 
the apartheid system has been attacking the neighboring 
States, the Frontline States, and has put the<a in a state of 
war. Their economies have therziore been geared 
towards the war efforts and the support African as a 
whole must give to the Frontline States is of a major 
concern for the continent's development. It is thus an 
economic issue. We must also consider disarmament in 
relation to development and it was from this perspective 
that we discussed this issue with the chairman of USSR 
Supreme Soviet Presidium, taking into account what 
disarmament can bring to developing countries, partic- 
ularly to African countries such as Mali. Times of peace. 
international security, and disarmament inevitably con- 
stitutes a goal for dev sloping countries as it will certainly 
make resources available for development. 


[Reporter] Mr President, what are the [word indistinct] 
of development of relations between Mali and the 
USSR? 
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{ Traore] I said earlier that the USSR has had trustful and 
friendly relations with the Republic of Mali for over a 
quarter of a century. In the third decade of our bilateral 
relations, we must consider that our cooperation has 
been [word indistinct] and developing, and has been 
taking another form, since in the 60’s, the USSR pro- 
vided direct assistance to the Malian Government, and 
created joint enterprises to ensure the country’s social 
and economic development. During this third decade, 
we have initiated a new form of cooperation with the 
Ussr, that is, the creation of joint investment companies 
and this will certainly enable us to find enough resources 
to strengthen these achievements. This is how future 
cooperation between the USSR and the Malian Govern- 
ment must be contemplated. In a nutshell, the prospects 
of bilateral cooperation look good, even better. 


[Reporter] Thank you, Mr President. 


[Traore] Before leaving your country, I want to thank the 
Soviet people, the officials of the Soviet CPSU Central 
Committee and those of the USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium, particularly its chairman, Comrade 
Gromyko, for the warm welcome and hospitality my 
delegation and I received. [end recording] 


Niger Minister Meets Traore, Gives Interview 
AB141743 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 14 Feb 88 


[Text] The president of the Republic this morning 
received at his residence Mr Sani Bako, the Niger foreign 
affairs minister, who brougiit a message from President 
Ali Saibou to his Malian counterpart. The visit this 
morning of the Niger foreign minister is part of the two 
countries’ traditional policy of holding consultations to 
discuss all issues of mutual interest in an atmosphere of 
fraternity and complementarity. Thus, during the talks 
they discussed bilateral and subregional cooperation and 
the need to intensify the efforts to fight drought and 
desertification and to counter the effects of the world 
economic crisis. Also discussed were African unity and 
the consolidation of the bonds of solidarity between the 
peoples of the Islamic community through the ICO 
[Islamic Conference Organization] in order to meet the 
challenge of underdevelopment. 


Present at the audience were the minister of foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Mr Modibo Keita; 
the permanent undersecretary at the Presidency, Dr 
Ngolo Traore; the deputy secretary general at the Presi- 
dency, Mr Momodou Koutchala; and the press counse- 
lor, Tiona Mathieu Kone. The Niger foreign affairs 
minister, Mr Sani Bako, spoke to Baba Daga at the end 
of the audience. 


[Begin recording] [Bako] This is a message of friendship 
and fraternity which essentially concerns cooperation 
between Mali and Niger and the policies to pursue on the 
bilateral level as well as in the international field in order 
to safeguard the interests of the Malian and the Niger 
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people. Therefore, | delivered this message to the presi- 
dent of the Republic, who received it enthusiastically. | 
think this adds force to the directives which the two 
heads of state gave to us concerning the permanent 
Niger-Mali joint commission. [passage indistinct] I think 
that we have now taken practical and positive stands that 
will allow us to move ahead to strenghten solidarity 
between Mali and Niger. 


{[Daga] Mr Minister, it is known that some weeks ago, 
Niger was a bit shaken by social upheavals. Can you tell 
us exactly what the situation is in your country? 


{Bako} The situation is quite calm. As you know, 
upheavals, that is, student upheavals, are part of the 
political landscape in Africa and elsewhere in the world. 
Having been students, we know this because we experi- 
enced it. We have all often made claims which are purely 
material. That was the case in Niger. What is certain is 
that the policy of dialogue which we pursued and the 
consultations we had with some of the students [passage 
indistinct] economic difficulties. We would like to give 
the students and all of the people for whom we have 
responsibility the maximum of comfort and well-being 
[words indistinct] but in fact, we have difficulties, limits, 
and constraints, like many other countries [passage 
indistinct] the policies that have been adopted to ensure 
some degree of economic revival. I think this is the only 
kind of solution that will benefit all socio-professional 
Strata, including students. I think it was the duty of 
students to understand this; and they understood. So 
they resumed classes after a few days of strike. Now the 
situation is completely normal. Our students resumed 
classes [words indistinct]. 


{[Daga] Mr Minister, what is the exact situation now in 
Niger? Is Niger pursuing a policy of change in continuity 
or continuity with change? 


[Bako] There is continuity. You know that President Ali 
Saibou proclaimed this in his first statement to the 
nation. He is ensuring a continuation of the policies of 
President Seyni Kountche in the political, economic, and 
social fields. In any case, you know that we have adopted 
an economic development plan that we will pursue for 
the next 5 years. On the political scene, we have the 
national charter with all the operational provisions it 
contains. To implement this, we have set up a national 
constitution drafting commission which has set to work 
and has 3 months to complete its job. So, I can assure 
you that we are indeed continuing with serenity and 
determination to provide the necessary conditions for 
the economic and social development of Niger. I can 
assure you that the Niger people are mobilized to make 
their contribution, to ensure their well-being, and espe- 
cially to have total mastery of their destiny [words 
indistinct]. [end recording] 


Trade Union Group on Late Salary Payment 
AB141103 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 14 Feb 88 


[Text] During its ordinary meeting last Wednesday [10 
February], the Executive Bureau of the UNTM 
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{National Union of Malian Workers] examined the 
result of the meeting held with the prime minister on our 
country’s socioeconomic problems. On employment 
problems and in view of the multiple cases of retrench- 
ment in our state enterprises and companies as a result of 
the state’s withdrawal from these companies, the UNTM 
Executive Bureau believed that the party and the gov- 
ernment should leave no stone unturned to guarantee 
employment for Malian workers. The government 
informed the UNTM about the measures taken to guar- 
antee employment in the future. 


The Executive Bureau expressed the view that the iate 
payment of salaries—due generally to poor manage- 
ment—has plunged the workers into dire poverty and 
insisted that the party and the government should take 
rigorous measures to ensure the timely payment of 
salaries. The government informed the union about the 
measures being taken to this effect. 


In a reference to cereal supplies, the shortage of which 
has been persistent in our country for some time now, 
aggravating price hikes on the market, the UNTM called 
on the party and government to take urgent measures to 
ensure that there are adequate supplies for workers at all 
levels. The government told the union that emergency 
measures have been taken to ensure adequate supplies 
and expressed satisfaction with the particular measures 
taken for cereal supply in Bamako. 


In conclusion, the UNTM Executive Bureau expressed 
satisfaction with the meeting, which made it possible to 
hold frank and fruitful discussions on every problem 
confronting Malian workers. The meeting also provided 
an opportunity for the union to make concrete sugges- 
tions to the party and the government, suggestions that 
could lead to relevant solutions to our country’s prob- 
lems. In pursuance of its policy of responsible participa- 
tion, the UNTM hoped that such meetings will be held 
frequently. 


Niger 


President Saibou Returns From Ivory Coast 
AB131324 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] Colonel Ali Saibou, chairman of the Supreme 
Military Council [CMS] and head of state, returned to 
Niamey this morning from Yamoussoukro in Ivory 
Coast, where he paid a 48-hour visit. The head of state 
was accompanied by Foreign Minister Sani Bako and 
Minister of Information Sahidou Alou. Col Ali Saibou 
was welcomed on arrival by Prime Minister Hamid 
Algabid; the chairman of National Development Coun- 
cil, Mutari Moussa; the chief of staff of the armed forces; 
members of the government and the CMS. The head of 
state returned home satisfied with his trip to Yamous- 
soukro. Listen to what he said. 
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[Begin recording] As you know, I have just made my first 
visit abroad since I was appointed head of state. | made 
it a point to devote it to President Houphouet-Boigny, 
who is the oldest of all African heads of state. [passage 
omitted] 


I had fruitful discussions with President Houphouet- 
Boigny on Africa and the world problems as well as on 
bilateral issues. Relations between Niger and Ivory 
Coast, as you know, are excellent and continue to 
develop within subregional organizations such as the 
Entente Council, which is the oldest and most efficient 
subregional organization. I seized the occasion to express 
my gratitude to President Houphouet-Boigny for the 
sympathies he has shown to Niger and its peoples. | 
assured him of my willingness to work together with him 
to strengthen the ties of friendship and cooperation 
existing between our two countries for the happiness of 
our respective peoples. I have therefore come back 
satisfied and comforted by this visit, which made me 
realize how much the Niger people’s efforts for develop- 
ment is appreciated and supported by our friends and 
our partners. These are the impressions that I bring back 
from the Yamoussoukro visit. [end recording] 


Saibou Meeis Aid Donors, Malian Envoy 
AB121705 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] Colonel Ali Saibou this afternoon received a 
delegation of the Multidonors Association, the director 
of the Sahel department at the U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development, and a special envoy of President 
Moussa Traore of Mali. At the end of his audience, 
(Jacques Diomaud), the head of the Multidonors Asso- 
ciation, told newsmen about his mission in Niamey. 


{Begin (Diomaud) recording] My discussions with Pres- 
ident Saibou focused on my mission here in Niamey 
which is, as you know, to assess the food situation in 
Niger following the Niger Government’s request to 
obtain emergency aid from the international communi- 
ty. [passage omitted} [end recording] 


Djibril Diallo, President Moussa Traore’s special envoy, 
told newsmen that he delivered a message to President 
Saibou. 


[Begin Diallo recording] I had the honor of being 
received by President Saibou. I handed him a message of 
friendship and brotherhood from his brother and friend, 
General Moussa Traore, who also asked me to extend the 
fraternal greetings of the Malian people, the party, and 
the government. It is a message of fraternity and friend- 
ship aimed at strengthening the excellent relations exist- 
ing between Mali and Niger. [end recording] 


Mrs (Phyllis Betcher) declared that her discussions with 
the head of state focused on the American aid policy in 
our country as well as the new projects [words indistinct] 
in Niger. 
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CAR’s Kolingba Steps En Route to France 15 Feb 
AB151438 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] The CAR president made a technical stopover in 
Niamey this morning on his way to France where he is 
going to pay a 4-day official visit. General Andre 
Kolingba is accompanied by his wife and the minister of 
economy, finance, planning, and statistics [title as 
heard]. He was welcomed by the chairman of the 
Supreme Military Council, Colonel Ali Saibou, who was 
flanked by the minister of state for finance, Quartermas- 
ter Beidari Mamadou; and the chief of staff of the Niger 
Armed Forces, Lieutenant Colonel Soumba Boubakar. 
He was then greeted by the prime minister, the chairman 
of the National Development Council, cabinet members, 
and many other dignitaries. The two heads of state held 
a private talk before Mr Kolingba left Niamey. 


Nigeria 


Demonstrating Students Clash With Police 15 Feb 
AB151943 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 15 Feb 88 


[Text] Some students of the University of Nigeria, Enugu 
campus, and their counterparts from the Anambra State 
University of Technology, today in Enugu demonstrated 
against the trial of their leaders. On the line from Enugu, 
correspondent John Aduku reports that the students, in 
the process, clashed with the police: 


[Begin recording] The students avoided passing through 
the main gate and went through the back door [words 
indistinct] on the police and any passer-by they saw. 
Some of the students have been arrested. As at the time 
of filing this report at noon [words indistinct] policemen 
are still keeping [word indistinct] at the two campuses 
while some of the students vacated the campuses on their 
own. As the students were throwing stones, the police 
were replying with tear gas. The students were about to 
march to the Government House but they were overpow- 
ered by the police. 


The students are demonstrating against the trial of their 
leaders who were arrested at the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, and charged before the special tribunal set up by 
the Federal Government to charge the students for 
arson. The Anambra State commissioner of police, Mr 
Amos Dambene, told me during a telephone conversa- 
tion that all the students arrested today will be prose- 
cuted accordingly. He confirmed that the students were 
to march to the Government House, Enugu, but they 
were stopped by the quick intervention of the police. Mr 
Dambena reaffirmed that the trial of the students will 
commence on 22d of this month. [end recording] 
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Beninese Gendarmes Detained in Ogun State 
AB111430 Paris AFP in French 1403 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Text] Lagos, 11 Feb (AFP)}—Two gendarmes from the 
People’s Republic of Benin are being detained by the 
police of neighboring Ogun State (southwestern Nigeria) 
for having penetrated Nigerian territory and shot at the 
people in a village, NIGERIAN NEWS AGENCY, 
NAN, reported today, quoting police sources. The two 
Beninese gendarmes, Olibe Ojumishi and Saka Yaro, 
and five of their colleagues last Monday [8 February] 
chased a van with Nigerian license plates that they 
suspected of being used by smugglers. After crossing the 
border, they caught the vehicle in the village of Igbo- 
kofis, according to the agency. 


The van driver then called for help and villagers ran up 
to help him [words indistinct] the crowd, and the gen- 
darmes opened fire and fled in their official vehicle. But 
due to a traffic jam, they were caught by the villagers 
some kilometers away. Five gendarmes succeeded in 
running away while the other two were turned over to the 
police in Aiyetoro (Ogun State). Nigerian policemen 
found a Beretta pistol and empty cartridge casings at the 
scene of the incident, a spokesman for the Ogun State 
Police confirmed. 


Senior police officers from Benin Republic used to be 
seen in the border area, but they had never before 
crossed into Nigeria, NAN writes. 


Navy Warns Against ‘Unauthorized’ Activities 
AB131026 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] The Nigerian Navy has again warned against 
unauthorized surveying and research of any kind in 
Nigerian territorial waters up to the exclusive economic 
zone, EEZ, without permission from the hydrography 
department of the Navy. Navy sources said in Lagos 
yesterday that much as it does not stop oil companies 
and others from their legitimate business, it would not 
fold its arms while the laws of the land were violated 
without due respect to the security of the country. The 
navy reiterated that henceforth, no individual or organi- 
zation is to undertake any form of surveying, research, 
and construction of any kind in Nigeria’s territorial 
waters without first obtaining clearance from the hydro- 
graphy department. It said that applications for this 
purpose must reach the hydrography department of the 
navy 3 months before the commencement of the exer- 
cise. 


The warning follows an incident on Wednesday [10 
February] during which two vessels belonging to an oil 
company were apprehended off the coast of Brass for not 
complying with the provisions of the Navy Act of 1964. 
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Nigerian Airways Plane Detained in France 
ABi22117 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] A Nigerian Airways aircraft has been detained by 
a company in France, where it was sent for maintenance. 
The seizure followed accumulated debt of $13 million 
which the national carrier owed the company known as 
SOGEMA [Aircrafts Maintenance and Management 
Company] for maintenance and refurbishing. However, 
Nigeria Airways spokesman, Mr Sunday Obulaye, said 
the aircraft was sent to France for maintenance by 
SOGEMA. SOGEMA is an aircraft maintenance com- 
pany based in France which maintains Nigeria Airways’ 
fleet of aircraft. The company has taken a legal action to 
formally seize the aircraft pending the payment of the 
outstanding debt. SOGEMA has already informed the 
consortium of banks which provided credit facilities for 
the transactions that they are detaining the Airbus until 
the airline clears its debt. Two of the Nigeria Airways 
Airbus aircraft were flown to France in December last 
year for maintenance. 


In another development, Airbus Industries in France has 
withheld further supply of spare parts to Nigeria Airways 
due to another debt of $13 million the airline is said to be 
owing it. A Nigeria Airways delegation is expected to 
leave Lagos this weekend to seek a new understanding 
between SOGEMA on the one hand and with Airbus 
Industries on the other. 


Yesterday the board of directors of the airline met in 
Lagos in what seemed to be an emergency meeting to 
discuss the survival of the airline. A Radio Nigeria 
correspondent recalled that Federal Government guar- 
anteed $20 million for the Nigeria Airways in the last 
bidding session of SFEM [Second Tier Foreign Exchange 
Market] to enable it to redeem its debts, but that the 
airline is still looking for naira equivalent to purchase the 
dollars. 


Interim UK Air Service Agreement Signed 
AB122138 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] Nigeria and the United Kingdom have reached an 
interim air service agreement which allows airlines of 
each country to operate beyond their territories. The 
agreement reached in Lagos is with immediate effect and 
will terminate on 31 March this year. The minister of 
aviation, Air Vice Marshal Antony Okpere, made this 
known to newsmen today in Lagos after the negotiations. 
He explained that the accord was to enable representa- 
tives of the two countries to complete work on the draft 
of the new bilateral air service agreement. 


Air Vice Marshal Okpere also disclosed that other main 
issues including route schedule have been resolved. 
Nigeria and Britain had had three major areas of dis- 
agreement. They included the issue of airline represen- 
tative on which Britain has been insisting on heading 
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offices anywhere in the federation. The two sides still 
disagree on the designated airlines modes of operation 
which involve takeoff and landing points, load sharing, 
and capacity of the aircraft. Another major issue of 
controversy concerns tariffs and transfer of earnings, 
which the Federal Government insists must be carried 
out in accordance with government guidelines. 


Commentary Rejects U.S. Policy on Angola 
AB121043 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Mike Onochie commentary] 


[Text] It is indeed a matter for regret that for more than 
6 years now, Angola and the United States have not been 
able to reach any meaningful agreement on the problems 
in southern Africa. Those who have been following 
closely efforts at resolving the problems have attributed 
the prolonged failure to conflict of opinions and pursuit 
of self interest on the part of the United States. This 
approach, according to observers, has led the United 
States to set a number of ridiculous preconditions for 
finding solutions to the problems. 


For instance, the Americans insist that Cuban troops in 
Angola be withdrawn as a major precondition for resolv- 
ing the southern African problem. This demand by the 
U.S. is also attached to the issue of Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. But it should be emphasized that there is no 
connection whatsoever between Namibia’s indepen- 
dence and the presence of Cuban troops in Angola. 
Angola is a sovereign state. Cuban troops in Angola are 
there at the invitation of the legitimate government in 
Luanda. The United States or any other country cannot 
deny Angola this right. So it is not only irrelevant but 
improper on the part of the United States to continue to 
demand for the pullout of Cuban troops from Angola 
since the government in Luanda is not accountable to the 
one in Washington. 


Again, the United States cannot pretend to be unaware 
of the fact that the rebel UNITA group, led by Jonas 
Savimbi and supported by South Africa and Washing- 
ton, has been fighting the government in Luanda. Also, 
the U.S. must have heard about the series of South 
Africa’s incursions into Angola. At present, South Afri- 
can troops are occupying part of Angolan territory. It was 
in effort to stem these attacks that Angola sought the 
assistance of Cuba in the first place. Therefore, in 
demanding the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola, the U.S., no doubt, wants to set conditions that 
are extremely difficult to meet. 


With South Africa’s incursion on the one hand and 
UNITA’s attacks on the other, Angola, which has been 
improverished, cannot single-handedly defend its terri- 
tory. One cannot but see the U.S. demand for Cuban 
troops withdrawal from Angola as a pretext to perpetuate 
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the South African problem. A pertinent question now is, 
what happens if Cuban troops are withdrawn and South 
Africa overruns Angola? U.S. needs to ponder on this. 


Furthermore, the American Government should recon- 
sider its continued support for the rebel UNITA group in 
Angola led by Jonas Savimbi. Even at the recent talks in 
Luanda, the U.S. wanted the Angolan Government to 
begin peace talks with the anti-government UNITA 
rebels. No one is opposed to talks, but the question is, 
under what setting should such discussions be held? 
UNITA is a rebel group whose goal is to destabilize 
Angola. It does not renounce its violent opposition to the 
legitimate government in Luanda. Therefore, the most 
logical step for the United States is to put pressure on 
Jonas Savimbi and his UNITA group to drop their arms 
to pave the way for a meaningful resolution of the 
problems in southern Africa. 


Another regrettable observation at the recent talks was 
the U.S. pledge to persuade South Africa to withdraw its 
troops from southern Angola. For many observers, this is 
too weak a pledge. America, like other nations of the 
world, knows that there is no provision in international 
law for the occupation of parts or whole of a state by 
another state, especially by force. Doing so will amount 
to violation of another country’s territorial integrity 
which the international law forbids. South Africa was 
not present at the recent talks, but the point must be 
made that Pretoria is central to the entire southern 
African problem. In future Angola-U.S. negotiations, the 
U.S. should ensure that South Africa is represented. 
There is also the need for the United States to rise above 
self interest and do away with the ridiculous demand for 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops as a precondition for 
resolving the southern African problem. By so doing, one 
of the main obstacles to peace in the region would have 
been removed. 


ANC Delegation Arrives for Mandela Degree 
AB120556 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 11 Feb 88 


[Text] A three-man African National Congress delega- 
tion led by the secretary general, Mr Alfred Nzo, arrived 
in Lagos today on a 5-day official visit to Nigeria. The 
delegation is in the country to receive an honorary 
doctorate of law degree awarded to Mr Nelson Mandela 
by the Bairo University, Kano. The ceremony will take 
place on Saturday [13 February]. 


Speaking to reporters shortly after arrival from Ethiopia, 
Mr Nzo commended Nigeria in particular and other 
African countries in general for keeping alive the fight to 
eliminate apartheid in that territory. He said it was 
inspiring to note that African countries have never for a 
moment relaxed in the moral and financial support to 
uproot apartheid. According to him, because of their 
consistent support, the issue of apartheid had remained 
alive in spite of opposition from Britain and its allies. 
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Nzo News Conference 
AB131011 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] The visiting secretary general of the African 
National Congress, ANC, Comrade Alfred Nzo, today at 
a news briefing calied for the total support of the 
international community and the implementation of 
United Nations Resolution 435 on Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. Correspondent Yemi Fakayejo, who was at the 
news conference, quotes Comrade Nzo as saying that 
despite the worsening socioeconomic conditions of the 
peoples of South Africa, apartheid was on its last leg. 


[Begin Fatayejo recording] At the start of news briefing, 
the African National Congress, ANC, secretary general, 
Comrade Alfred Nzo, commended the suport which 
Nigeria has been giving to help eradicate apartheid in 
South Africa. He said that after discussions he had with 
the external affairs minister, Brigadier General Ike Nwa- 
chukwu, he was impressed and convinced that Nigeria 
was still committed as ever to the support for the struggle 
of the peoples of Namibia and South Africa. He stressed 
that the Botha regime in South Africa has been con- 
vinced that not until the African National Congress, 
ANC, and all other democratic forces are destroyed will 
they have the surety of continuing their program of 
apartheid. Comrade Nzo contended that in the racists’ 
realization of this (?delay) a number of physical elimi- 
nations of activists have been intensified by the racist 
minority regime in South Africa, adding that over 30 
nationalists are facing death sentences and that only a 
week ago one of their representatives escaped two bullets 
fired at him in (?Brussels) by agents of apartheid. Com- 
rade Nzo further stated that an unprecedented number 
of young activists are facing execution every day in 
South Africa. 


The task of gaining independence for Namibia and 
South Africa, he said, was not just that of the people of 
South Africa alone, but that of the independent peoples 
of Africa and democratic mankind [words indistinct] the 
oppressed people in South Africa. Comrade Alfred Nzo 
therefore called for the total support of the international 
community and the implementation of United Nations 
Resolution 435 on Namibia’s independence. Answering 
questions, Mr Nzo stated that despite the worsening 
socioeconomic conditions of the people, which no doubt 
have generated disaffection against the Botha regime, 
apartheid, according to him, was in its final stage of 
eradication. [end recording] 


US. Citizen Convicted on Cocaine Charges 
AB130858 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] The miscellaneous offenses tribunal today in 
Lagos sentenced an American citizen, (Anita Bownlee 
Tomidayo), to 10 years imprisonment with hard labor 
for unlawful exportation of cocaine. Correspondent 
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Imola Damola, who was at the tribunal, said that the 
accused broke down in the box, weeping as the chairman 
of the tribunal pronounced the sentence: 


(Anita Bownlee), married to a Nigerian, was arrested 
[words indistinct] 1986 at Murtala Mohamed Interna- 
tional Airport. The quantity of the substance at the time 
of her arrest weighed 200 grams. Delivering the judg- 
ment, the tribunal chairman, Mr Justice Murtala 
Okpala, said that the tribunal has been [words indistinct] 
remorse and repentance of the accused. [passage indis- 
tinct]. 


Minister Affirms Bulgarian Cultural Agreement 
AB131652 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 13 Feb 88 


[Text] Nigeria says she will participate in cultural activ- 
ities Organized by the Bulgarian Government now that 
the country has established a cultural department under 
the Ministry of Information. The minister of informa- 
tion and culture, Prince Tony Momoh, gave the pledge 
yesterday in Lagos while exchanging views with the 
ambassador of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, Mr 
Dimitur Vulev, who paid him a courtesy visit in his 
office. Prince Tony Momoh expressed Nigeria’s willing- 
ness to cooperate with Bulgaria in view of the interest 
Bulgarians have in Nigeria. 
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Earlier, the Bulgarian ambassador called for closer rela- 
tionship with Nigeria because of the cultural and trade 
agreement. between the two countries. The ambassador 
noted that cultural agreements had been existing 
between these countries for the past 20 years and this is 
being renewed every 3 years. 


Sierra Leone 


France Schedules 3-Day Naval Exercise 
AB121945 Paris AFP in English 1824 GMT 12 Feb 88 


[Text] Freetown, Feb 12 (AFP)—A joint naval exercise 
involving ships of the Sierra Leone Navy and the French 
vessel “Le Henaff” was due to take place here Saturday 
[13 February]. Codenamed “*Passex”’, it was to be the 
first joint naval exercise between the Sierra Leone Navy 
and a foreign force. An aerial exercise involving planes 
from a French base in Senegal was held here on Wednes- 
day. The naval exercise was to climax a three-day visit by 
the French vessel. 


The visiting French Naval commander held talks with 
Sierra Leone’s President Joseph Momoh to discuss the 
possibility of training Sierra Leonean Naval officers in 
France. The “Henaff,” which is equipped with Exocet 
missiles, is on a five-month voyage to the Caribbean 
region, where it will be based for three months. The last 
visit to Sierra Leone by a French vessel was in 1985. 
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